First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 25, 2022
10:30 AM

Our Identity
We are a diverse, welcoming,
loving, grace-filled community.
 We are a safe place of acceptance
and forgiveness.
 It feels good to be here.


The Rev. Matthew L. Miller, Pastor
320 South State Street , PO Box 308
Lexington, NC 27292
336.248.6018 Phone
www.flclex.org

Holy Communion — ELW Setting One
ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE!
We are so glad you are able to worship with us today. We hope you feel the
love of God and the friendly warmth of our church family. If you are looking
for a church home, we invite you to consider First Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

+ + GATHERING + +
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
We turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the Altar, reminding us
that Christ leads us into the presence and love of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves
us beyond our days.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(We pause for reflection.)
P God of mercy and forgiveness,
C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good
creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly
with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be
our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
P Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points
the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s
abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen!
HYMN: (Bulletin, pg. 16)

“Gather Us In”

Gather Us In
Marty Haugen

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“This Is the Feast”

Refrain

Verse 1
Verse 2

To Refrain
To Refrain

Verse 3

To Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
P O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed
us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

+ + WORD + +
FIRST READING: Amos 6:1a, 4-7
1a
Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount
Samaria, 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and
eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the stall; 5who sing idle songs to the
sound of the harp, and like David improvise on instruments of music; 6who drink
wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved
over the ruin of Joseph!
7
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the
loungers shall pass away.
L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 146 (read responsively)
1
Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
2
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3
Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The Lord sets the captive free.
8
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed
down; the Lord loves the righteous.
9
The Lord cares for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10
The Lord shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19
6
Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we
brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have
food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall
into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge
people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many pains.
11
But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the
eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession
in the presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives life to all
things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the
good confession, I charge you 14to keep the commandment without spot or blame
until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring about at the
right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord
of lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light,
whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion.
Amen.
17
As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty,
or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in
good works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life
that really is life.
L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 16:19-31
P The holy gospel according to St. Luke the sixteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and
who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from
the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man
died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also
died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and
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saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child,
remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in
like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.
26
Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those
who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from
there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—
28
for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come
into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets;
they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from
the dead.’ ”
P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

The Rev. Matthew L. Miller

A BRIEF MOMENT OF REFLECTION
HYMN: (Bulletin, pg. 17) “Light Dawns on a Weary World” Temple of Peace
Mary Louise Bringle
APOSTLES’ CREED
P God has made us God’s people through our baptism in Christ. Living together
in trust and hope let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(after each petition)………God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God,
we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
OFFERING
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray. Gracious God,
C in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through
Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.
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+ + MEAL + +
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
C Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen. Come Holy Spirit.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, now and
forever.
C Amen.
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P So, now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Sung)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
C Thanks be to God!
All are welcome to the table to receive Holy Communion. If you are unable to
receive communion at the Altar, please notify an usher so that communion can be
brought to you.
Please refrain from conversation during the distribution of Holy Communion in
respect for those who may be in prayer.
If you prefer to receive a gluten-free communion wafer, please tell the minister or
assisting minister as you are served. White grape juice is also available at each
wine station in the center ring.
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LAMB OF GOD

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION — A time for quiet reflection.
TABLE BLESSING
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
C Amen.
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray. Life-giving God,
C God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with
bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve
our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

+ + SENDING + +
SENDING OF COMMUNION
A Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord, bless
those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our sisters and
brothers who are unable to be with us today. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body and blood of
your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant love made known in Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
BLESSING
P God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth
and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith,
hope, and love.
C Amen.
During the sending hymn, we face the cross as it passes to the rear
of the sanctuary, it reminds us, it is Christ who leads and calls us into God's World
to bring God's healing love as we carry out his mission and ministry.
HYMN: (Bulletin, pg. 18) “The Church of Christ, In Every Age”
Wareham
Fred Pratt Green
DISMISSAL
A With Christ beside you, go in peace!
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

+ + ANNOUNCEMENTS + +
SERVING DURING WORSHIP – Today
Ushers: Kevin Hathcock, Debra Kitzman
Assisting Minister: Kim Odum
Communion Stewards: Judy Conrad, Teena Walker
Communion Preparation: Rebecca Moretz
Crucifer: Pat Richardson
Lector: Dalane Kitzman
Sound System: John Conrad
Nursery: Beth Huber
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ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers at the Altar are given by Danny and Carol Leonard to the glory of almighty God and
in celebration of the birth of their great niece, Riley Jo Coggins.
BEER & BIBLE STUDY
All are welcome to a Bible Study on Wednesday, September 28 at 6:00PM at Goose & the
Monkey.
SCRIPTURES- October 2, 2022
Habakkuk 1: 1-4; 2: 1-4
Psalm 37:1-9
2 Timothy 1: 1-14
Luke 17:5-10
PERICOPE
Join us for Pericope at 10:00 AM each Tuesday in the Youth Room. Bring a snack if you’d like to
do so. A Keurig is available for coffee.
WEDNESDAY DEVOTION
Join Pastor Matt each Wednesday for devotions on Facebook Live at 10:00 AM. Join the
devotion here: http://www.facebook.com/flclex
GRACE EPISCOPAL FOOD MINISTRY
Grace Episcopal Church hosts a Sunday meal for the community. Volunteers are needed to help
serve on specific Sundays. A signup genius has been created for volunteering. Please use this
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c49a4ab2ba0fe3-grace OR see Amanda to sign up to
serve. To find out more information about the program or to sign up, please
visit gracelexingtonnc.org
HANDBELLS AND CHANCEL CHOIR
Handbells and Chancel Choir will meet on Wednesday, September 28, 2022. Handbells will
meet at 6:30 PM and Chancel Choir rehearsal will begin at 7:30 PM.
TIME & TALENT FORMS
2022-2023 Time and Talent sheets are available in the narthex. Please complete our form and
return it to an usher at your earliest convenience. If you have questions about any opportunities to
serve, please ask a team leader or Amanda for more information. We are cheerfully accepting
volunteers in all areas of service.
PASTORS PANTRY
We are gathering cans of mixed vegetables for the Pastor’s Pantry during the month
of September. Please leave your donations on the rack beside the chapel.
SAVE THE DATE
Our friends at Mt. Tabor UCC are having their Fall Bazaar on Saturday, October 1, 2022.
Breakfast will be served beginning at 7:30 AM. This congregation offers much hands–on labor
and support for our Clothing Closet. Let’s help them have a successful Bazaar!
SUPPER CLUB
Thank you to Joe and Bleasha Carroll for hosting a congregation cook out last night! A good time
was had by all! We are still looking for hosts for the 2022- 2023 season of Supper Club. A signup sheet and more information has been placed on the bulletin board. We hope you will consider
hosting a meal and we look forward to this time of fellowship for our congregation!
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
All preschool and elementary aged children are invited to join us this coming Sunday, October 2
at 9:00AM in the Family Life Center. We will have breakfast together and then have our first
Sunday School class at 9:30AM! Children will go to class with Amy and Melissa and adults will
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have some time to chat. Please see Amanda if you have any questions.
CONFIRMATION
Confirmation begins October 2, 2022. Confirmation will meet in the youth room at 9:30AM. This
class is open to all middle school students who have not yet been confirmed. Please see Pastor
Matt with any questions you may have.
SUNDAY SCHOOL BREAKFAST
All are invited to attend our Sunday School Breakfast on October 2, 2022 at 9:00AM in the
Family Life Center. At 9:30AM, we will each go to our separate classes for study. Denny is
offering a class using the Augsburg materials for adults. Pastor Matt will be leading a
confirmation class for middle school students. Amy and Melissa are leading our preschool and
elementary class. If you haven’t tried a Sunday School class lately, we invite you to join us for
this “kick off” to the new year!
WELCA PICK & PAINT
The Agape Circle invites all women of the church to join us at our next meeting on Monday,
October 3, 2022. We will be painting pieces at Pick and Paint studio in uptown Lexington. If you
would like to attend, please let Sabrina Conrad know.
NOISY OFFERING
A noisy offering will be collected on Sunday, October 2, 2022 for the Empty Stocking Fund.
Please bring your change to support this ministry.
SOUND SYSTEM TRAINING
If you would like to learn how to operate the new sound system please take a moment to stay after
worship on Sunday, October 2,2022. We will have other trainings as needed.
GENESIS HOUSE
Thank you to the worship and music team who are providing the meal for the Genesis House
family shelter this evening.
UPCOMING EVENTS
October 5, 2022- Inreach at 4:00PM
October 9, 2022- Council at 9:00AM
October 12, 2022- Meals on Wheels Fundraiser
October 16, 2022- Annual Congregational Meeting
October 30, 2022- Reformation Sunday & covered dish
SERVING DURING WORSHIP – Sunday, October 2, 2022
Ushers: Denny Whalen, Amy Whalen
Assisting Minister: Aaron Barr
Communion Stewards: Dinah Browne, Beth Huber
Communion Preparation: Debra Kitzman
Crucifer: Tim Conrad
Lector: Richard Browne
Sound System: Kevin Hathcock
Nursery: Amanda Hathcock
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
The 2022 Annual Meeting of the Congregation of First Evangelical Lutheran Church
will be help on Sunday, October 16, 2022, at the 10:30 AM Worship service.
Information for the meeting will be distributed on Sunday, October 2, 2022.
Please make every effort to attend this important meeting. We will be electing
members to the Church Council and will be voting on the
Proposed 2023 Spending Plan.
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Let us remember in prayer:
CHURCH FAMILY:
Christopher Bartholomew
Ralph and LouEtta Beam
Jean Conrad Darstein
Craven Ford
Norma Heath
Debi Henderson
Dan Huber
Mary Huneycutt
Katie Lemly
Pr. Matt Miller
Frank Mills
Ronnie Moretz
Willie Ruth Pless
Gracie Shepherd
Jody Shepherd
Debbie and Terry Triplett
Laura Turlington
LOVED ONES, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS:
Tonya Adams (Friend of David Smith
Edie Allen (Friend of Pam Mabry)
Mike Babcock (Friend of the Kitzmans)
Nick Babcock (Friend of the Kitzmans)
Vaughn Ball (Sandy Hahn’s father)
Brad, Melody, and Erick Bizzell (Son and family
of Susan Bizzell)
Mary Brink (Niece of Pauletta Conrad)
Gene Bullock (Tracy Miller’s uncle)
Anne Burkhart (friend of Pam Mabry)
Connie and Lanny Burleson (friends of Kelly
Newsome)
Mike Byrd (Friend of Bob Sink)
Rita Caudle (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
Mackey Charles (friend of Joe & Bleasha Carroll)
Edward Clancy (friend of Bing Sudarmono)
Ray Corbell (April Thompson’s father)
Esther Cotton (friend of Bleasha Carroll)
Amy and Wes Cups
Robert Dasch (Father of Keith Dasch)
Tracy Davis (Friend of Lee and Lori Conrad)
Lisa G. Dawson (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
Marina Dunaway& family (friends of Karen
Riggs)
Delores Farrell (Dalane Kitzman’s sister)
Danny Fine (Lynn Smith’s brother)
Vickie Foster (Teena Walker’s sister-in-law)
Ray Franks (Friend of Pr. Matt)
Marc Frye (friend of Craig and Robin Deal)
The Greer Family (Friends of Karen Riggs)
Bob Harmon
Ronald Hensley (friend of Mary Huneycutt)
Barbara Sue Herring (Friend of FLC)
Gavin Hill (friend of the Odums)
Capt. Matthew Honeycutt (friend of the Carroll
Scott Family)
Scott Hummel (friend of the Turlingtons)
Betty Jordan (friend of the Carlsons)
Don Kelly (Friend of Pr. Matt Miller)
Bob and Karen Kernstine (friends of Sabrina
Conrad)
David and Shari Kinney (Friends of Danny and

Carol Leonard)
John Kleine (Nancy Carlson’s brother-in-law)
Stephen Kushwand (friend of Rick Grubb)
Michael Landenberger (Dalane Kitzman’s
nephew)
Mary and Charles Lee (friends of FLC)
Larry Leonard (John Leonard’s brother)
Hazel Lovelace (Jim Lovelace’s mother)
Mandy Marshall (Debbie Triplett’s daughter)
Mary Jane Marshall (friend of Pr. Matt and Tracy
Miller)
Joyce Metters (friend of Rev. Craig and
LaVaughn Bartholomew)
Deb McGraw (friend of Patrick Harris)
Sandy Mendenhall (friend of Lynn Smith)
Larry Michaels
Donna Miller (friend of Kelsey Lambert)
Claire Murphy (Rebecca Moretz’ cousin)]
Hap Palmer (Pauletta Conrad’s brother in law)
Jack Parker (Connie McMillan’s cousin)
Ramona Phelps (friend of FLC)
Craig and Lisa Royal (friends of FLC)
Teresa Russell (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
Kim Schlueter (Trisha Reichard’s mother)
Robin Schuster
Aubrey Smith (Dan Smith’s dad)
David Smith (Nephew of Bob Sink)
Jimmy Steele (friend of Mary Huneycutt)
Jason Stone (Wendy Coley’s son)
Marilee Strasser (friend of Bill and Patsie Baker)
Denny Swimley (brother-in-law of Scott and
Deborah Wertman)
Jackie Taylor (Lorraine Carlson’s sister)
Glenn Visbeen (friend of John Leonard)
Charlie Ward (friend of Kim Odum)
Larry Welther (Tim Welther’s dad)
Mary Louise Wilkerson (Friend of FLC)
Devone Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s sister)
Ken Woisin (Lorraine Carlson’s brother)
Nathan Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s nephew)
The families of those who have passed
to life eternal:
Drew Williams (friend of Kellie Fritts Michael)
Bob Hedrick (Laura Lu Hedrick’s father)
Joe Hedrick (friend of Larry and Judy Conrad)
Ken Harp (friend of Dalane and Debra Kitzman)
Expectant Parents:
Kevin and Amanda Hathcock
Josh and Katie Tulledge
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