First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 18, 2022
10:30 AM

Our Identity
We are a diverse, welcoming,
loving, grace-filled community.
 We are a safe place of acceptance
and forgiveness.
 It feels good to be here.


The Rev. Matthew L. Miller, Pastor
320 South State Street , PO Box 308
Lexington, NC 27292
336.248.6018 Phone
www.flclex.org

Holy Communion — ELW Setting One
ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE!
We are so glad you are able to worship with us today. We hope you feel the
love of God and the friendly warmth of our church family. If you are looking
for a church home, we invite you to consider First Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

+ + GATHERING + +
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
We turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the Altar, reminding us
that Christ leads us into the presence and love of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves
us beyond our days.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(We pause for reflection.)
P God of mercy and forgiveness,
C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good
creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly
with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be
our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
P Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points
the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s
abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen!
HYMN: (Bulletin, pg. 16) “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Nettleton
Robert Robinson
APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“This Is the Feast”

Refrain

Verse 1
Verse 2

To Refrain
To Refrain

Verse 3

To Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
P God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another.
Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to
the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

+ + WORD + +
FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7
4
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the
sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the
shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances, 6buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their
deeds.
L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 113 (read responsively)
1
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord;
praise the name of the Lord.
2
Let the name of the Lord be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
3
From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the Lord be praised.
4
The Lord is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.
5
Who is like the Lord our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
6
but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
7
The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
8
enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
9
The Lord makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
1
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave
himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was
appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher
of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13
P The holy gospel according to St. Luke the sixteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’
3
Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking
the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to
beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people
may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by
one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and
make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied,
‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it
eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome
you into the eternal homes.
10
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is
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your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

The Rev. Matthew L. Miller

A BRIEF MOMENT OF REFLECTION
HYMN: (Bulletin, pg. 17) “Be Thou My Vision”

Slane
Irish, 8th Century

APOSTLES’ CREED
P God has made us God’s people through our baptism in Christ. Living together
in trust and hope let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(after each petition)………God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God,
we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
OFFERING
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray. Gracious God,
C in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through
Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.
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+ + MEAL + +
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
C Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen. Come Holy Spirit.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, now and
forever.
C Amen.
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P So, now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Sung)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
C Thanks be to God!
All are welcome to the table to receive Holy Communion. If you are unable to
receive communion at the Altar, please notify an usher so that communion can be
brought to you.
Please refrain from conversation during the distribution of Holy Communion in
respect for those who may be in prayer.
If you prefer to receive a gluten-free communion wafer, please tell the minister or
assisting minister as you are served. White grape juice is also available at each
wine station in the center ring.
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LAMB OF GOD

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION — A time for quiet reflection.
TABLE BLESSING
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
C Amen.
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray. Life-giving God,
C God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with
bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve
our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

+ + SENDING + +
SENDING OF COMMUNION
A Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord, bless
those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our sisters and
brothers who are unable to be with us today. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body and blood of
your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant love made known in Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
BLESSING
P God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth
and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith,
hope, and love.
C Amen.
During the sending hymn, we face the cross as it passes to the rear
of the sanctuary, it reminds us, it is Christ who leads and calls us into God's World
to bring God's healing love as we carry out his mission and ministry.
HYMN: (Bulletin, pg. 18) “O Living Bread from Heaven”
DISMISSAL
A With Christ beside you, go in peace!
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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Aurelia
Johann Rist

+ + ANNOUNCEMENTS + +
WELCOME
The people for First Evangelical Lutheran Church wish to express appreciation to our
own Darrell Parks who serves as our guest organist today. Thank you, Darrell!
ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers at the Altar are given by Dan and Beth Huber to the glory of almighty God
and in celebration of Amanda and Kevin Hathcock's 10th wedding anniversary.
SERVING DURING WORSHIP – TODAY
Ushers: Kevin Hathcock, Debra Kitzman
Assisting Minister: Kim Odum
Communion Stewards: Judy Conrad, Teena Walker
Communion Preparation: Rebecca Moretz
Crucifer: Pat Richardson
Lector: Dalane Kitzman
Sound System: Lee Conrad
Nursery: Amanda Hathcock
PERICOPE
Join us for Pericope at 10:00 AM each Tuesday in the Youth Room. Bring a snack if
you’d like to do so. A Keurig is available for coffee.
CLOTHES CLOSET WORK DAY
We are in need of some volunteers on Thursday, September 22, at 10:00 AM to help
organize/sort the abundance of donations to the Clothing Closet. We will meet at the
actual closet located at 2 E. Third Avenue. This is in the basement of Davidson Speed
Printing. Many thanks!
WEDNESDAY DEVOTION
Join Pastor Matt each Wednesday for devotions on Facebook Live at 10:00 AM. Join
the devotion here: http://www.facebook.com/flclex
GRACE EPISCOPAL FOOD MINISTRY
Grace Episcopal Church hosts a Sunday meal for the community. Volunteers are needed
to help serve on specific Sundays. A signupgenius has been created for volunteering.
Please use this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c49a4ab2ba0fe3-grace OR
see Amanda to sign up to serve. To find out more information about the program or to
sign up, please visit gracelexingtonnc.org
HANDBELLS AND CHANCEL CHOIR
Handbells and Chancel Choir will resume this coming Wednesday, September 21,
2022. Handbells will meet at 6:30 PM and Chancel Choir rehearsal will begin at 7:30
PM.
SCRIPTURES - September 25, 2022
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm 146
1 Tim 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31
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TIME & TALENT FORMS
2022-2023 Time and Talent sheets are available in the narthex. Please complete our
form and return it to an usher at your earliest convenience. If you have questions about
any opportunities to serve, please ask a team leader or Amanda for more information.
We are cheerfully accepting volunteers in all areas of service.
PASTORS PANTRY
We are gathering cans of mixed vegetables for the Pastor’s Pantry during the month
of September. Please leave your donations on the rack beside the chapel.
SAVE THE DATE
Our friends at Mt. Tabor UCC are having their Fall Bazaar on Saturday, October
1, 2022. Breakfast will be served beginning at 7:30 AM. This congregation offers
much hands–on labor and support for our Clothing Closet. Let’s help them have a
successful Bazaar!
SUPPER CLUB
Supper Club is looking for hosts for the 2022-2023 season. A sign up sheet and
more information has been placed on the bulletin board. We hope you will consider
hosting a meal and we look forward to this time of fellowship for our congregation!
SUPPER CLUB COOK OUT
Joe & Bleasha Carroll invite you to attend a cookout at their home on
Saturday, September 24, 2022, at 5:00 PM. Hotdogs and hamburgers will be served.
Bring an appetizer or dessert to share and your yard chair. Tea and water will be
provided and you’re welcome to bring other beverages of your choice. A bounce house
will be on site for kids and kids at heart to enjoy. It is sure to be a fun time!
OUTREACH TEAM
The Outreach team will be meeting on Wednesday, September 21 at 12:00PM in the
Family Life Center. Anyone interested in joining this team is welcome to attend.
UPCOMING EVENTS
October 2, 2022- Confirmation Begins
October 2, 2022- Youth Sunday School Begins
October 2, 2022- Sunday School Breakfast
October 12, 2022- Meals on Wheels Fundraiser
SERVING DURING WORSHIP – Sunday, September 25, 2022
Ushers: Kevin Hathcock, Debra Kitzman
Assisting Minister: Kim Odum
Communion Stewards: Judy Conrad, Teena Walker
Communion Preparation: Rebecca Moretz
Crucifer: Pat Richardson
Lector: Dalane Kitzman
Sound System: John Conrad
Nursery: Beth Huber
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Let us remember in prayer:
CHURCH FAMILY:
Christopher Bartholomew
Ralph and LouEtta Beam
Jean Conrad Darstein
Craven Ford
Norma Heath
Debi Henderson
Dan Huber
Mary Huneycutt
Katie Lemly
Pr. Matt Miller
Frank Mills
Ronnie Moretz
Willie Ruth Pless
Gracie Shepherd
Jody Shepherd
Debbie and Terry Triplett
Laura Turlington
LOVED ONES, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS:
Tonya Adams (Friend of David Smith
Edie Allen (Friend of Pam Mabry)
Mike Babcock (Friend of the Kitzmans)
Nick Babcock (Friend of the Kitzmans)
Vaughn Ball (Sandy Hahn’s father)
Brad, Melody, and Erick Bizzell (Son and family
of Susan Bizzell)
Mary Brink (Niece of Pauletta Conrad)
Gene Bullock (Tracy Miller’s uncle)
Anne Burkhart (friend of Pam Mabry)
Connie and Lanny Burleson (friends of Kelly
Newsome)
Mike Byrd (Friend of Bob Sink)
Rita Caudle (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
Mackey Charles (friend of Joe & Bleasha Carroll)
Edward Clancy (friend of Bing Sudarmono)
Ray Corbell (April Thompson’s father)
Esther Cotton (friend of Bleasha Carroll)
Amy and Wes Cups
Robert Dasch (Father of Keith Dasch)
Tracy Davis (Friend of Lee and Lori Conrad)
Lisa G. Dawson (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
Marina Dunaway& family (friends of Karen
Riggs)
Delores Farrell (Dalane Kitzman’s sister)
Danny Fine (Lynn Smith’s brother)
Vickie Foster (Teena Walker’s sister-in-law)
Ray Franks (Friend of Pr. Matt)
Marc Frye (friend of Craig and Robin Deal)
The Greer Family (Friends of Karen Riggs)
Bob Harmon
Ronald Hensley (friend of Mary Huneycutt)
Barbara Sue Herring (Friend of FLC)
Gavin Hill (friend of the Odums)
Capt. Matthew Honeycutt (friend of the Carroll
Scott Family)
Scott Hummel (friend of the Turlingtons)
Betty Jordan (friend of the Carlsons)
Don Kelly (Friend of Pr. Matt Miller)
Bob and Karen Kernstine (friends of Sabrina
Conrad)
David and Shari Kinney (Friends of Danny and

Carol Leonard)
John Kleine (Nancy Carlson’s brother-in-law)
Stephen Kushwand (friend of Rick Grubb)
Michael Landenberger (Dalane Kitzman’s
nephew)
Mary and Charles Lee (friends of FLC)
Larry Leonard (John Leonard’s brother)
Hazel Lovelace (Jim Lovelace’s mother)
Mandy Marshall (Debbie Triplett’s daughter)
Mary Jane Marshall (friend of Pr. Matt and Tracy
Miller)
Joyce Metters (friend of Rev. Craig and
LaVaughn Bartholomew)
Deb McGraw (friend of Patrick Harris)
Sandy Mendenhall (friend of Lynn Smith)
Larry Michaels
Donna Miller (friend of Kelsey Lambert)
Claire Murphy (Rebecca Moretz’ cousin)]
Hap Palmer (Pauletta Conrad’s brother in law)
Jack Parker (Connie McMillan’s cousin)
Ramona Phelps (friend of FLC)
Craig and Lisa Royal (friends of FLC)
Teresa Russell (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
Kim Schlueter (Trisha Reichard’s mother)
Robin Schuster
Aubrey Smith (Dan Smith’s dad)
David Smith (Nephew of Bob Sink)
Jimmy Steele (friend of Mary Huneycutt)
Jason Stone (Wendy Coley’s son)
Marilee Strasser (friend of Bill and Patsie Baker)
Denny Swimley (brother-in-law of Scott and
Deborah Wertman)
Jackie Taylor (Lorraine Carlson’s sister)
Glenn Visbeen (friend of John Leonard)
Charlie Ward (friend of Kim Odum)
Larry Welther (Tim Welther’s dad)
Mary Louise Wilkerson (Friend of FLC)
Devone Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s sister)
Ken Woisin (Lorraine Carlson’s brother)
Nathan Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s nephew)
The families of those who have passed
to life eternal:
Drew Williams (friend of Kellie Fritts Michael)
Bob Hedrick (Laura Lu Hedrick’s father)
Joe Hedrick (friend of Larry and Judy Conrad)
Ken Harp (friend of Dalane and Debra Kitzman)
Expectant Parents:
Kevin and Amanda Hathcock
Josh and Katie Tulledge
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