First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 24, 2022
10:30 AM

Our Identity
We are a diverse, welcoming,
loving, grace-filled community.
 We are a safe place of acceptance
and forgiveness.
 It feels good to be here.


The Rev. Matthew L. Miller, Pastor
320 South State Street , PO Box 308
Lexington, NC 27292
336.248.6018 Phone
www.flclex.org

Holy Communion — Setting Two
ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE!
We are so glad you are able to worship with us today. We hope you feel the
love of God and the friendly warmth of our church family. If you are looking
for a church home, we invite you to consider First Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

+ + GATHERING + +
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
We turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the Altar, reminding us
that Christ leads us into the presence and love of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(We pause for reflection.)
P Merciful God,
C we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own
way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best
seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by
on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.
P Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but
delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.
C Amen!
HYMN: 688

“Lord of Light”

Abbot’s Leigh
Howell E. Lewis

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“This Is the Feast”
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HYMN OF PRAISE (continued)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
P Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are
to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon
us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience,
and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

+ + WORD + +
FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32
20
Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and
how very grave their sin! 21I must go down and see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.”
22
So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham
remained standing before the Lord. 23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for
the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from
you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the Lord said, “If I
find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their
sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I
who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I
find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He
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answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not let the
Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not
do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will
not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once
more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not
destroy it.”
L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 138 (read responsively)
1
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
2
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of
your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
3
When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
4
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
5
They will sing of the ways of the Lord,
that great is the glory of the Lord.
6
The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand
shall save me.
8
You will make good your purpose for me;
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of
your hands.
SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-15
6
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in
him, 7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.
8
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and
not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and
you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11In
him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the
body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who
raised him from the dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he
forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood against us with its legal
demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and
authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.
L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13
P The holy gospel according to St. Luke the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2He said
to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3Give us each day our daily
bread. 4And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”
5
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of
mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And he answers from
within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are
with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he
will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of
his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.
9
“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a
snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

The Rev. Matthew L. Miller

A BRIEF MOMENT OF REFLECTION
HYMN: 742

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
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Converse
Joseph Scriven

APOSTLES’ CREED
P God has made us God’s people through our baptism in Christ. Living together
in trust and hope let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(after each petition)………Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.
P Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
C Amen.
PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
OFFERING
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray. God of abundance:
C you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good
of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

+ + MEAL + +
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
C Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen. Come Holy Spirit.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, now and
forever.
C Amen.
P Make us bold, O Merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Sung)
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
C Thanks be to God!
All are welcome to the table to receive Holy Communion. If you are unable to
receive communion at the altar, please notify an usher so that communion can be
brought to you.
Please refrain from conversation during the distribution of Holy Communion in
respect for those who may be in prayer.
If you prefer to receive a gluten-free communion wafer, please tell the minister or
assisting minister as you are served. White grape juice is also available at each
wine station in the center ring.
LAMB OF GOD

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION — A time for quiet reflection.
TABLE BLESSING
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
C Amen.
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray. Life-giving God,
C through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that
all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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+ + SENDING + +
SENDING OF COMMUNION
A Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord, bless
those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our sisters and
brothers who are unable to be with us today. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body and blood of
your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant love made known in Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
BLESSING
P The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and
show you the path of life this day and always.
C Amen.
During the sending hymn, we face the cross as it passes to the rear
of the sanctuary, it reminds us, it is Christ who leads and calls us into God's World
to bring God's healing love as we carry out his mission and ministry.
HYMN: 880

“O God beyond All Praising”

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SERVING DURING WORSHIP- TODAY- JULY 24, 2022
Ushers: Joe Carroll, Danny Leonard
Assisting Minister: Aaron Barr
Communion Stewards: Sabrina Conrad, Judy Conrad
Communion Preparation: Pat Richardson
Crucifer: Patti Grant
Lector: Pat Mills
Sound System: John Conrad
Nursery: Beth Huber
SCRIPTURES — July 31, 2022
Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14;2:18-23
Psalm 49:1-12
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21
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Thaxted
Michael Perry

SOUND/VIDEO TECHNICIANS
If you’d like to volunteer to assist with being a Sound/Video Technician please let
Amanda Hathcock know of your willingness to serve. The new system is hopefully
going to be completed in a week or two, and we welcome new volunteers for
training.
WEDNESDAY DEVOTION
Join Pastor Matt each Wednesday for devotions on Facebook Live at 10:00 AM.
Join the devotion here: www.facebook.com/flclex
PERICOPE
Join us for Pericope at 10:00 AM each Tuesday in the Youth Room. Bring a snack
if you’d like to do so. A Keurig is available for coffee.
PASTORS PANTRY
We are gathering boxes of Hamburger Helper or the store-brand equivalent for the
Pastor’s Pantry during the month of July. Please leave your donations on the rack
beside the chapel.
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
As fall approaches, we are looking ahead to forming our next confirmation class. If
you have a child who will be in middle school (6th, 7th,8th grades) in the coming
school year and they have not yet completed confirmation, please let Amanda
Hathcock know. (flclexcongregationlife@gmail.com) If you’d like more
information about confirmation for your child or yourself, please see Pastor Matt.
FAMILIES CELEBRATE — SUMMER
Families are invited to pick up a pack of Summer Celebrate cards from the narthex.
These cards are tailored for children ages 3-12. Each card features a faith-based
ritual, reflection or activity to guide you as you celebrate summer together.
GENESIS HOUSE
Thank you to our council members for providing the meal this evening to the
families at the Genesis House family shelter.
SERVING DURING WORSHIP- JULY 31, 2022
Ushers: Joe Carroll, Danny Leonard
Assisting Minister: Aaron Barr
Communion Stewards: Sabrina Conrad, Judy Conrad
Communion Preparation: Pat Richardson
Crucifer: Patti Grant
Lector: Pat Mills
Sound System: John Leonard
Nursery: volunteer needed
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Let us remember in prayer:
CHURCH FAMILY:
Christopher Bartholomew
Jean Conrad Darstein
Craven Ford
Debi Henderson
Dan Huber
Mary Huneycutt
Katie Lemly
Frank Mills
Ronnie Moretz
Willie Ruth Pless
Gracie Shepherd
Jody Shepherd
Terry Triplett
Laura Turlington
LOVED ONES, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS:
Tonya Adams (Friend of David Smith
Edie Allen (Friend of Pam Mabry)
Nick Babcock (Friend of the Kitzmans)
Vaughn Ball (Sandy Hahn’s father)
Brad, Melody, and Erick Bizzell (Son and family
of Susan Bizzell)
Mary Brink (Niece of Pauletta Conrad)
Gene Bullock (Tracy Miller’s uncle)
Anne Burkhart (friend of Pam Mabry)
Mike Byrd (Friend of Bob Sink)
Rita Caudle (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
Mackey Charles (friend of Joe & Bleasha Carroll)
Jeff and Nancy Check (friends of John and
Sabrina Conrad)
Edward Clancy (friend of Bing Sudarmono)
Ray Corbell (April Thompson’s father)
Esther Cotton (friend of Bleasha Carroll)
Amy and Wes Cups
Robert Dasch (Father of Keith Dasch)
Tracy Davis (Friend of Lee and Lori Conrad)
Marina Dunaway& family (friends of Karen
Riggs)
Delores Farrell (Dalane Kitzman’s sister)
Danny Fine (Lynn Smith’s brother)
Vickie Foster (Teena Walker’s sister-in-law)
Ray Franks (Friend of Pr. Matt)
Marc Frye (friend of Craig and Robin Deal)
The Greer Family (Friends of Karen Riggs)
Kathy Harwood (Beth Lemly’s sister-in-law)
Norma Heath (friend of Kelly Newsome)
Ronald Hensley (friend of Mary Huneycutt)
Barbara Sue Herring (Friend of FLC)
Gavin Hill (friend of the Odums)
Capt. Matthew Honeycutt (friend of the Carroll
Scott Family)
Scott Hummel (friend of the Turlingtons)
Betty Jordan (friend of the Carlsons)
Don Kelly (Friend of Pr. Matt Miller)
Karen Kernstine (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
David and Shari Kinney (Friends of Danny and
Carol Leonard)
John Kleine (Nancy Carlson’s brother-in-law)
Michael Landenberger (Dalane Kitzman’s
nephew)
Mary and Charles Lee (friends of FLC)

Larry Leonard (John Leonard’s brother)
Hazel Lovelace (Jim Lovelace’s mother)
Mandy Marshall (Debbie Triplett’s daughter)
Mary Jane Marshall (friend of Pr. Matt and Tracy
Miller)
Joyce Metters (friend of Rev. Craig and
LaVaughn Bartholomew)
Miranda and Children (Friends of Sabrina
Conrad)
Deb McGraw (friend of Patrick Harris)
Sandy Mendenhall (friend of Lynn Smith)
Larry Michaels
Donna Miller (friend of Kelsey Lambert)
Claire Murphy (Rebecca Moretz’ cousin)]
Hap Palmer (Pauletta Conrad’s brother in law)
Jack Parker (Connie McMillan’s cousin)
Judith Parks (Darrel Parks’ mother)
Ramona Phelps (friend of FLC)
Ed Pye
Craig and Lisa Royal (friends of FLC)
Kim Schlueter (Trisha Reichard’s mother)
Robin Schuster
Zach Sherrodd (Friend of Dan and Lynn Smith)
Aubrey Smith (Dan Smith’s dad)
David Smith (Nephew of Bob Sink)
Sib Snyder (Lynn Smith’s aunt)
Jimmy Steele (friend of Mary Huneycutt)
Jason Stone (Wendy Coley’s son)
Marilee Strasser (friend of Bill and Patsie Baker)
Denny Swimley (brother-in-law of Scott and
Deborah Wertman)
Jackie Taylor (Lorraine Carlson’s sister)
Glenn Visbeen (friend of John Leonard)
Charlie Ward (friend of Kim Odum)
Larry Welther (Tim Welther’s dad)
Mary Louise Wilkerson (Friend of FLC)
Drew Williams (friend of Kellie Fritts Michael)
Devone Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s sister)
Ken Woisin (Lorraine Carlson’s brother)
Waylynn Wilson (Great-niece of Melissa Morris)
Nathan Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s nephew)
The families of those who have passed
to life eternal:
Jack Kunz (Nancy Carlson’s father)
Sherrill Bumgardner
John Clodfelter (Ken Clodfelter’s brother)
Expectant Parents:
Justin and Hayley Leonard Coggins
Josh and Katie Tulledge
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