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First News 

BUSINESS NAME 

Pastorôs  Message                        The Rev. Matthew L. Miller 

I have been preparing for the new year with 
the church Council and thinking about how 
things work in the life of First Lutheran. 
When I consider how we make decisions, I 
can say that in almost every instance, we 
reach an agreement. Naturally, we donôt agree 
on everything; but in general, we reach a 

conclusion. I think, in the end, what we value is kindnessð
something the world could learn to value. The prophet says 
ñdo justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with the Lord.ò  
In todayôs world, this is hard to do. I was wondering why 
this is the case when I remembered a pastor friend who 
posted a quote on Facebook from a popular character to 
whom our culture turns for wisdom ð ñFear is the path to 
the dark side. Fear leads to anger. Anger leads to hate. Hate 
leads to suffering.ò The quote is from the movie The 
Empire Strikes Back and was made by the great Jedi 
teacher, Yoda. I am being a little silly about Yodaðbut not 
about the quote. It is something to consider.  

We have always lived with change. Every generation faces 
it. The only difference is the speed of change. What may 
have taken generations in the past can now occur in a matter 
of months. The new technological device we buy today is 
already outdated by the time we get it home. Our culture is 
changing in ways that I thought would not happen during 
my lifetime. Some of us find change exciting and 

challenging while others find it scary and painful. In todayôs 
world, we are living in a time of great division and anger. 
More and more, compromise seems out of reach. You can 
no longer be neutral. You are either ñfor usò or  
ñagainst us.ò We, with great passion and anger, fight our 
theological, political, social, and/or personal battles. We 
view the people who disagree with us as idiots or demons. 
As we fight, it is the children, the poor, the vulnerable, and 
the marginalized who seem to suffer.  
 What is the root of all this anger and pain in a fast 
changing world? Yoda says it is fear. We fear so much. The 
decline of our families, our country and our church makes 
us afraid. Change brings the unknown. The unknown is 
scary. We try to present ourselves as strong when the truth 
is that we are afraid. It is, at this point, that the gospel 
breaks through our fear. The cross and the empty tomb have 
given us the ability to face death; and, brings hope and 
salvation into our lives. How many times has our Lord 
called us in faith, trust, and hopeðnot fear?  
 In this fast paced world, let us be still and find our 
peace in Christ who is with us as we start this new year. 
Through Christ, we can overcome our anger and fear of the 
worldðand its changesðand continue being people of 
kindness.  
 
   Godôs Peace, 
   Pastor Matt 
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Prayer Requests  

Todd Adams (friend of Michelle Eppinga) 

Forest Adderhold (friend of Bleasha Carroll) 

Ariel ( 2 yr. old friend of April Thompson) 

Rev. Jamie Armstrong (First United 
Methodist Church) 

Howard Askwith (Father-in-law of Sarah 
Pless Askwith) 

Susan Avery and Family (Friends of Christi 
Nebrich) 

Charles Baker (Bill Bakerôs father) 

Roger Beasley (friend of Lynn Smith) 

Ozelle Blanchard (friend of FLC) 

Pamela Boyd (Friend of Sabrina Conrad) 

Brandon Boyles (Friend of the Moretz 
Family) 

Jack Brooks (friend of Kelly Newsome and 
Jim Lovelace) 

Gene Bullock (Tracy Millerôs uncle) 

Anne Burkhart (friend of Pam Mabry) 

Tessa Burns (Bob Redwineôs niece) 

Gail Carrier (Tracy Millerôs aunt) 

Jim Carrier (Tracy Millerôs dad) 

Betty and Steve Caudill (friends of Carole 
Gasque) 

Rita Caudle (friend of Sabrina Conrad) 

Adam Cheely (Michelle Eppingaôs son) 

Martha Clodfelter (Ken Clodfelterôs cousin) 

Jessica Crabb  

Don and Jackie Craft (Rebecca Moretzô 
parents) 

Amy and Wes Cups  

Judy Dowell (Tracy Millerôs aunt) 

Marina Dunaway and family (friends of 
Karen Riggs) 

Don Eichhorn (Friend of Dalane and Debra 
Kitzman) 

Abagail Etter (friend of Danny and Carol 
Leonard) 

Danny Fine (Lynn Smithôs brother) 

Forest Fishburn (Jan Willetteôs brother ïin-
law) 

Debbie Gallimore (Friend of Sabrina Conrad) 

Carole Gasque 

Marshell Gasque (Carole Gasqueôs daughter 
in law) 

Rick Gransee 

Rev. Elizabeth Graves 

Alyce Galko 

Angie Gray (Friend of Lynn Smith) 

Doris Gordon (Jacob Gordonôs grandmother) 

Sarah Hamby (Debbie Triplettôs aunt) 

Mary Harken  (Carol Leonardôs mother) 

Doris Helms 

Ronald Hensley (friend of Mary Huneycutt) 

Angelica Hernandez  (coworker of Bill 
Nebrich) 

James Hewett (friends of Bill and Christi 
Nebrich) 

John Hilton (Father of April Thompsonôs 
friend) 

Jeff Hutcherson (Husband of  Karen Riggôs 
coworker, Jill) 

Caleb Hutcherson (Son of Karen Riggôs 
coworker, Jill) 

Justin (friend of April Thompson) 

Elsie Jenkins (Debbie Williamsô mother) 

Thelma Kennedy  (Lynn Smithôs aunt) 

Holly Kiser (friend of Laura Turlington) 
John Kleine (Nancy Carlsonôs brother-in-law) 

Jack Kunz (Nancy Carlsonôs father) 

Beth and Katie Lemly 

Logan (April Thompsonôs young friend) 

Jacob Lewis (newbornðfriend of Lynn Smith) 

Aleigha Lockhart and Family (Neighbors of 
the Nebrichs) 

Clifford Lopp (Pauletta Conradôs nephew) 

Hazel Lovelace (Jim Lovelaceôs mother) 

Ken Lovelace (Carole Gasqueôs son-in-law) 

Bob Mallabar (brother of Celie Lough) 

Mandy Marshall (Debbie Triplettôs daughter) 

Mark Mathis (friend of Peggy Everhart) 

Jennifer Meehan (friend of Melanie 
Bumgardner) 

David Mendenhall (Lynn Smithôs cousin) 

Larry Michaels 

Pr. Matt Miller 

Rev. Eric Murray (Messiah Lutheran Church) 

Nick Nelson (Nephew of Corrie and Crystal 
Laehn) 

Cindy Persinger (Tracy Millerôs cousin) 

Linda Persinger  (Tracy Millerôs aunt) 

Linda Pless 

Willie Ruth Pless 

Dwight Rhodes (Deborah Wertmanôs brother) 

Gladys Rodriguez (friend of Jim Lovelace) 

Craig and Lisa Royal (friends of FLC) 

Tim and Rachel Sadler (friends of Joe and 
Bleasha Carroll) 

Bill Scroggs (father of Wendy Leonard) 

Pat Severt and Family (friend of Beth Lemly) 

Angie Shaw (friend of April Thompson) 

Gracie Shepherd 

Richard and Dottie Sigmon 

Sylvia Sink 

Lynette Skeen (friend of Susan Shell) 

Leandra Andersen (FLC Seminarian at 
Gettysburg) 

Jimmy Steele (friend of Mary Huneycutt) 

Marilee Strasser (friend of Bill and Patsie 
Baker) 

Scott Streetman (friend of  Allen and Pam 
Mabry) 

Dan Swaim (Carole Gasqueôs son-in-law) 

Denny Swimley (brother-in-law of Scott and 
Deborah Wertman) 

Sue Tanley (Grandmother of Jordan and 
Gavin Tanley) 

Jackie Taylor (Lorraine Carlsonôs sister) 
Brett Tharp (friend of Sabrina Conrad) 

Marie Thomason (Sarah Whitakerôs 
grandmother) 

Terry Triplett (Debbie Triplettôs husband) 

Betty Trivette (Friend of Beth and Katie 
Lemly) 

Glenn Visbeen (friend of John Leonard) 

Shelby Von Canon 

Rhonda Walker (friend of Lynn Smith) 

Nell & Terry Ward (Lori Conradôs parents) 

Pearl Way (Sylvia Sinkôs mother) 

Debbie Weaver (sister of clothing closet 
volunteer, Teresa Smith) 

Anthony Westmoreland  (friend of Susan 
Shell) 

Tate Whitley (friend of FLC) 

Mary Louise Wilkerson (Friend of FLC) 

Earl and Jan Willette 

Martha Lemly Williamson (sister-in law of 
Katie and Beth Lemly) 

Devone Wohl (Dalane Kitzmanôs sister) 

Nathan Wohl  (Dalane Kitzmanôs nephew) 

Kara Wood (Mary Nebrichôs teacher) 

 

Expectant Parents: 

Jeremy and Ashley Leonard (Frank and Pat 
Millsô Granddaughter and her husband) 
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FLC Announcements  

Agape Circle  
The Agape Circle will meet at the church on 
Sunday, 1/7/2018, at 4:00 PM for a painting 
party hosted by Susan Ziebell.  
 
Mary Circle  
The Mary Circle met on Tuesday, 1/2/2018 at 
10:30 AM.  
 
Outreach Team  
The Outreach Team usually meets on the 
second Thursday of each month.  Our next 
meeting; will be 1/11/2018, at 6:30 PM in the 
Family Life Center.  
 
FLC Seniors  
The FLC Seniors will meet for lunch at 
Christoõs Restaurant on S. Main Street at 
11:00 AM on Wednesday, 1/17/2018.  
 
Prayer Shawls  
The Prayer Shawl group will meet on 
Thursday, 1/11/2018 and Thursday, 
1/25/2018, at 7:00 PM.  
 
Inreach Team  
The Inreach Team will next meet on Tuesday, 
1/9/2018, at 6:30 PM.  
 
Property Team  
The Property Team will not meet in January.  
 
Beer and Bible  
Beer and Bible will meet Monday, 1/8/2018, 
at the Brewerõs Kettle. 
 
 
 

Lutheran Men in Mission  
The Lutheran Men will meet on Monday, 
1/22/2018, at 6:30 PM.  
 
Endowment Team Meeting  
The Endowment Team will meet if necessary.  
 
Movie Night  
Movie Night will be 1/26/2018, at 7:00 PM.  
 
Harris Team  
The next meeting of the Harris Team will be  
on 1/22/2018, at 5:30 PM.  
 
Monday Bible Study  
The Monday Bible Study will meet each 
Monday  at 2:00 PM at the home of Earl and 
Jan Willette.  
 
Pericope  
Come join us each Tuesday at 8:00 AM for 
our Weekly Pericope at Southern Lunch.   
 
Newsletter Deadline  
If you have something to be included in the 
next Edition of First News, please have your 
articles or announcements to Kelly or Celie 
by the 20th of  each month .   

FLC Publicity/The Dispatch 

 

Thanks to Pam Mabry for serving as our Dispatch contact for all news 
pertaining to FLC.  Just a reminder:  project chairs and team leaders 
who would like for her to do this for you, please e-mail her with the   
details as soon as possible.  Items need to be in to the paper on     
Wednesday morning of the week before the week the event is to be    
published.  (In other words, we need it about two weeks before it is to 
run in the paper.)  
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Council News     

 
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

November 12, 2017  
 
Present:  Teena Walker, Danny Leonard, Aaron 
Barr, Greg Turlington, Rebecca Moretz, Allen 
Mabry, Scott Wertman  
  
Greg called meeting to order.  
  
Pastor Matt delivered devotion.  
 
Approval of minutes: 
¶ Meeting 10/8/17: Danny Leonard moves for   
acceptance as submitted; Scott Wertman        
seconds.  Minutes were unanimously approved.   

¶ Congregational Meeting:  Danny Leonard 
moves for acceptance as submitted; Scott      
Wertman seconds.  Minutes were unanimously      
approved.   

¶ Email Meeting:  Pastor Matt moves for           
acceptance as submitted; Allen Mabry seconds.  
Minutes were unanimously approved.   

  
Old Business/New Business:   
1. Ms. McKnight found her own space and no longer 
needs our kitchen. 
2. Capital Funds requested  
3. Vacant council seat discussion - motion made for 
Katie Tulledge to take place of vacated council seat 
by       
    Pastor Matt.  Scott Wertman seconds.  Unani-
mously approved.  
4. Staff appreciation meal--Tentatively set for De-
cember 10th.  
  
Pastorôs Report:    
Report on Pastor Mattôs surgery and prognosis.  All 
is well currently.  Will need to have follow-up sur-
gery.  Reports that he is healthy, energy level is re-
turning.   
  
Have been more visitors over the past few weeks.  

Renewed emphasis will be given to invitation.  Con-
versation about number of children that are attend-
ing and the current gap in the middle high school 
kids and the younger kids.  May have a lull in con-
firmation students in the future, but we have a good 
number of younger kids in the congregation.  
  
Ministry Team Reports: 
Youth/ Learning/Inreach/Memorial/Mutual Ministry
--no reports 
 
Outreach--Angel Tree in Wilkesboro. 
   
Worship and Music--Planned Advent Liturgy, Hang-
ing of Greens, Christmas Eve Service. Will plan for 
Easter at next meeting. 
 
Endowment--Reviewed list of who they gave to last 
year.  Possible use of funds to support outside chari-
ties, West Davidson area charity and Meals on 
Wheels in Lexington, Pastorôs pantry.  The rest will 
be planned to be given to kids for Angel Tree.  
Thanksgiving dinner plans were made.  Money will 
be given and dinner kits will be made.   
  
Endowment has not been receiving their bank state-
ments.   
 
Property/Renovation--Awaiting report on lift.      
Property meeting will be tomorrow night.  Wilson 
Flooring was chosen for the floor replacement.      
Installation date has not currently been set.  
 
Support-- Will get with Jennifer for Time and Talent 
sheets.  
 
Financial Report-- Specific financial statements will 
be reviewed next month. Was noted that giving was 
down for month of October.   
  
Meeting was closed in prayer by Pastor Matt.  
  
Next Meeting will be Sunday, December 10th at 8 
a.m.  Greg will have devotions.   
  
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Aaron Barr 
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Womenõs Beach Retreat 

M.O.P.S. ñ Mothers of Preschoolers  

What We Do 
We build circles of moms who love each other like family. Women around the world are starting MOPS 
groups in churches, hospitals, YMCAs, homes, coffee shops, correctional facilities and on military bases 
around the world, and profound things are taking place. 

Our gatherings are where moms can meet to share their hopes, fears and insights, in a format that works 
with their schedules, that doesnôt neglect their faith nor their womanhood, their motherhood nor their 
purpose, their heart nor their mind.  

MOPS - Mothers of Preschoolers 

 

Watch your bulletin for MOPS 
news as it begins in January.   

 

Please direct your questions to 
Amanda Hathcock. 



FIRST N EWS PAGE  6 

Lutheran Men in Mission    

 

Lutheran 

Men 

In 

Mission  

SCHEDULE FOR 2018 (113 YEARS!) 

Donôt forget:  Lutheran Men (all FLC men and 
friends of the congregation!) meet every month 
on the fourth Monday at 6:30 PM.  All are 
welcome!  

 

President:  Denny Whalen 

Vice-President: Dalane Kitzman 

Secretary:    Bill Baker 

Treasurer:    David Apple  

Date Meal (6:30 pm) & Program 

January 22 Pastor Matt Miller 

February 26 Denny Whalen 

March 26 Bill Baker 

April 23 John Conrad 

May 21 or 28 To be confirmed:  Frank Mills and Allen Mabry  

June 25 (details to be announced) 

July 23 Eddie Pless, Fish Fry ï Fellowship Fun! 

August 27 Lutheran Men in Mission Countywide Meeting at First Lutheran Church 

September 24 John Leonard 

October 22 Berry Odum 

November 26 John Conrad/Dalane Kitzman 

December 9 Everyone ï Christmas Banquet 



F  N P  7 

 Sunday School Class Outlines 

Classes begin at 9:30. 

Please remember that you do not have to be a ñmemberò 

to attend Sunday school.  We would love to have you, so 

please come and join us!  

  
 
 
 

ñLuther Classò ï Denny will teach this class.  It will meet in 
the second room on the left on the second floor above the 
Family Life Center.  Class will be looking at various covenants 

God made with his people. 
 

ñAdult Classò - Anyone is welcome to join this class; there 
are no age requirements!  It will be held in the second     

classroom on your left as you enter the Family Life Center.   
 
 

 The Middle/Senior High School class will be led by      

Amanda Hathcock and Rick Grubb.  It will be held in the 

Youth Room; the curriculum will include Bible History and a 

series, ñFaith Lensò.   

 Melissaôs class (pre-school) is located in the Nursery next to 

the Narthex.  We would love to get this class started again!  

Please encourage your little ones to come participate in this 

awesome learning experience! 

 Amyôs class (Kindergarten through 5th grade) is in the new-

est addition; first classroom on the right.  Her curriculum is 

based on Seasons of the Spirit and follows the lectionary that 

we use in worship each week.  

Learning Team News  


