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I often become 
overwhelmed 
while preaching. I 
can remember the 
first Sunday it 
happened.  
It was a Sunday 
when I became a 
better listener. 

When I was a young preacher, 
something happened that I had 
never experienced. I started to hear 
myself preach.  
 When I was new at the 
preaching game, I was more 
focused on presentation and not 
focused on the preaching moment. 
What do I mean? In those days, I 
would write out, word for word, my 
sermon and read it on Sunday 
morning. After preparing the 
sermon, I would read, and re-read, 
it dozens of times to see if I had 
arranged my thoughts well. Then, I 
would read the sermon in the pulpit 
another two or three times before 
Sunday worship to work out the 
feeling of the sermon. I knew what 
was coming. My diligence assured 
there should be no surprises. 
However, that particular Sunday, I 
really heard what I was saying. It 

took me a few moments to collect 
myself. The moment came when I 
was telling the story of a church in 
Alabama that had been destroyed 
by a tornado during Sunday 
worship. Twenty worshipers were 
killed that Palm Sunday morning, 
including the pastor’s daughter. 
Then I told of that young preacher 
standing among the rubble in her 
grief, having lost her daughter and 
her church. She stood there and 
preached the gospel. She stood 
there the Sunday after the 
destruction and declared on Easter 
morning that “Christ is risen, 
death has lost its sting.”  
 After sharing the story, I 
pointed out that Christ’s presence 
in this world could be no more real 
than in that moment of victory...just 
a week after such pain and loss. 
Even in her time of great pain, faith 
was given to that pastor to preach 
God’s word!  
 How can we question 
anything if Christ is with us? I sat 
down and worked out the words for 
that sermon. I knew the story. I had 
planned the illustration to be one of 
great effect on the listener. What I 
did not plan was the moment when 

I would hear what I was preaching. 
All I could do was swallow really 
hard and hope that I could get 
through the rest of the sermon. It 
was at that moment I understood 
the faith from God to really hear 
that “Christ is risen, death has lost 
its sting.”  
 I now preach from an 
outline and rarely stand in a pulpit. 
It gives me more opportunity to see 
the spirit move through the sermon. 
As I speak, it gives me a chance to 
listen to God. We all know what is 
said and done in worship and 
prayer, but do we always hear it? 
 As I discovered, I think we 
tend to talk and plan more than we 
pray and listen. This seems 
particularly true as we navigate the 
church through post-Covid.   
 We have many gifts as a 
community—what will we do? Do 
we listen to what we proclaim?   
 I encourage you to take 
time in your journey with Jesus to 
hear what I’m preaching.  
 

  God’s Peace + 
  Pastor Matt 

MISSION STATEMENT:  To connect ourselves and others to Christ through acts of faith and love. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lexington shall be a Christ-centered community participating in Spirit-
led worship, challenging learning and loving outreach; willing to be transformed by the Gospel and eagerly using our gifts to transform 
the world around us. 

Pastor’s Message                                             The Rev. Matthew L. Miller 
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We Pray for Each Other 

Let us remember in prayer: 
 

CHURCH FAMILY: 
Noah Gray Baker 
Christopher Bartholomew  
Ralph and LouEtta Beam 
Jean Conrad Darstein  
Craven Ford 
Norma Heath  
Matt Hogrefe 
Dan Huber 
Mary Huneycutt 
Katie Lemly 
Lewis McMillan 
Frank Mills 
Ronnie Moretz 
Willie Ruth Pless 
Barbara Carlson Romaine 
Joe Romaine 
Gracie Shepherd 
Jody Shepherd 
Dan Smith 
Debbie and Terry Triplett  
Laura Turlington 
Barbara Weller 
Deborah Wertman 
Anne Williams 
 
LOVED ONES, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS:  
Tonya Adams (Friend of David Smith   
Connie Adkins (Friend of the Kitzmans) 
Edie Allen (Friend of Pam Mabry) 
Anne (friend of Dalane Kitzman) 
Mike Babcock (Friend of the Kitzmans) 
Nick Babcock (Friend of the Kitzmans) 
Brad, Melody, and Erick Bizzell (Son and family of Susan Bizzell) 
Mary Brink (Niece of Pauletta Conrad) 
Gene Bullock (Tracy Miller’s uncle) 
Anne Burkhart (friend of Pam Mabry) 
Connie and Lanny Burleson (friends of Kelly Newsome) 
Mike Byrd (Friend of Bob Sink) 
Paul and Carolina Conrad (Larry Conrad’s aunt and uncle) 
Rita Caudle (friend of Sabrina Conrad) 
Edward Clancy (friend of Bing Sudarmono) 
Ray Corbell (April Thompson’s father) 
Esther Cotton (friend of Bleasha Carroll) 
Amy and Wes Cups  
Robert Dasch (Father of Keith Dasch) 
Tracy Davis (Friend of Lee and Lori Conrad) 
Lisa G. Dawson (friend of Sabrina Conrad) 
Marina Dunaway& family (friends of Karen Riggs) 
Delores Farrell (Dalane Kitzman’s sister) 

Danny Fine (Lynn Smith’s brother) 
John Fisher (Bleasha Carroll’s uncle) 
Vickie Foster (Teena Walker’s sister-in-law) 
Ray Franks (Friend of Pr. Matt) 
Marc Frye (friend of Craig and Robin Deal) 
The Greer Family (Friends of Karen Riggs) 
Bob Harmon 
Ronald Hensley (friend of Mary Huneycutt) 
Barbara Sue Herring (Friend of FLC) 
Gavin Hill (friend of the Odums) 
Capt. Matthew Honeycutt (friend of the Carroll and Scott Family) 
Joyce Hufnagle (friend of FLC) 
Scott Hummel (friend of the Turlingtons) 
Betty Jordan (friend of the Carlsons) 
Don Kelly (Friend of Pr. Matt Miller) 
Larry Kerns (Tim Welther’s husband) 
Bob and Karen Kernstine (friends of Sabrina Conrad) 
David and Shari Kinney (Friends of Danny and Carol Leonard) 
John Kleine (Nancy Carlson’s brother-in-law) 
Stephen Kushwand (friend of Rick Grubb) 
Michael Landenberger (Dalane Kitzman’s nephew) 
Mary and Charles Lee (friends of FLC) 
Larry Leonard (John Leonard’s brother) 
Sarah M.  (friend of the Turlingtons) 
Bob Marcis (friend of Kelly Newsome) 
Mandy Marshall (Debbie Triplett’s daughter) 
Mary Jane Marshall (friend of Pr. Matt and Tracy Miller) 
Jan McCoy (friend of FLC) 
Joyce Metters  (friend of Rev. Craig and LaVaughn Bartholomew) 
Deb McGraw (friend of Patrick Harris) 
Sandy Mendenhall (friend of Lynn Smith) 
Larry Michaels 
Donna Miller (friend of Kelsey Lambert) 
Claire Murphy (Rebecca Moretz’ cousin)] 
Hap Palmer (Pauletta Conrad’s brother in law) 
Jack Parker (Connie McMillan’s cousin) 
Ramona Phelps (friend of FLC) 
Libby Puckett (friend of Connie McMillan) 
Craig and Lisa Royal (friends of FLC) 
Teresa Russell (friend of Sabrina Conrad) 
Kim Schlueter (Trisha Reichard’s mother) 
Robin Schuster 
Steve Shipton (friend of Allen and Pam Maby) 
Mark Sives (Bleasha Carroll’s cousin) 
Aubrey Smith (Dan Smith’s dad) 
David Smith (Nephew of Bob Sink) 
Jimmy Steele (friend of Mary Huneycutt) 
Jason Stone (Wendy Coley’s son) 
Marilee Strasser (friend of Bill and Patsie Baker) 
Denny Swimley (brother-in-law of Scott and Deborah Wertman) 
Jackie Taylor (Lorraine Carlson’s sister) 
Glenn Visbeen (friend of John Leonard) 
Charlie Ward (friend of Kim Odum) 
Mary Louise Wilkerson (Friend of FLC) 
Devone Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s sister) 
Ken Woisin (Lorraine Carlson’s brother) 
Nathan Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s nephew) 
 

The families of those who have passed  
to life eternal: 

 
Mackey Charles (friend of Joe & Bleasha Carroll) 
Hazel Lovelace (Jim Lovelace’s mother) 
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Ministry Schedule 

F IRST  NEWS  

 

 February 5 

V Epiphany 

February 12 

VI Epiphany 

February 19 

Transfiguration 
of our Lord 

February 22 

Ash Wednesday 

February 26 

I Lent 

Assisting  

Minister 

Aaron Barr Connie  

 McMillian 

Bing Grubb Celie Lough Bing Grubb 

Crucifer 

 

Tim Conrad Tim Conrad Tim Conrad Tim Conrad Tim Conrad 

Lector Larry Conrad Larry Conrad Larry Conrad Larry Conrad Larry Conrad 

Ushers James Whitaker 

Jack Deyton 

James Whitaker 

Jack Deyton 

James Whitaker 

Jack Deyton 

James Whitaker 

Jack Deyton 

James  

Whitaker 

Jack Deyton 
Communion 
Steward  

Judy Conrad 

Lori Conrad 

Judy Conrad 

Lori Conrad 

Judy Conrad 

Lori Conrad 

Judy Conrad 

Lori Conrad 

Judy Conrad 

Lori Conrad 

Communion 
Preparation  

Jim Lovelace Jim Lovelace Jim Lovelace Jim Lovelace Jim Lovelace 

Sound  

System 

John Leonard John Conrad Lee Conrad John Leonard John Conrad 

Nursery Pat Richardson Carol Leonard Sarah Whitaker Beth Huber Pat Richardson 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023.   

We will worship at 7:00 PM in the Nave. 
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Worship and Fellowship Opportunities 

 
February 6 at 7:00 PM  

The Property Team will meet in the 1st floor meeting room.  
If you would like to know more or be a part of the property team, 

 please see John Conrad.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
                          February 6 at 7:00 PM  

                           The Agape Circle will meet in the 1st room on the left in the Family Life Center.       
All women of the church are encouraged to join in  this time of fellowship.  

Please see Sabrina Conrad for more information.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

February 7 at 11:00 AM 
The Mary Circle will meet in the 1st room on the left in the Family Life Center. 

All women of the church are warmly welcome to attend.   
Please see Pat Mills for more information.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

February 21 at 12:00 PM 
The Outreach Team will meet in the 2nd room on the left in the Family Life Center. 

Anyone who would like to help with community outreach and volunteer opportunities  
please see Teena Walker. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

February 8 & 22 at 7:00 PM 
Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet in the 1st room on the left in the Family Life Center. 

Beginners and experienced knitters and  those who crochet are welcome to join the  prayer shawl 
group to make shawls for our community.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

February 12 at 8:30 AM 
The First Evangelical Lutheran Church Council will meet in the council meeting room.  

As a reminder, any member of the congregation may bring an idea or concern before council at 
any time. You may choose to share this idea through a team liaison,  if you are on a team. You 

may also contact any council member directly to be added to the agenda.   
 Council members contact information can be found on page 10 of this newsletter. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
February 8 at 6:00 PM 

Beer and Bible Study will meet at Goose & the Monkey. 
All are welcome to attend as we fellowship and study.   

Join us for this time of fellowship and study!  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pericope Study  
Each Tuesday at 9:30 AM  

Pericope will meet at Southern Lunch (26 S Railroad St, Lexington, NC 27292).  
Pericope is a Bible study focusing on the week’s texts. 

F IRST  NEWS  
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Worship and Fellowship Opportunities 

 

Each Wednesday at 10:00 AM  

Facebook Live Devotions with Pastor Miller 

Please use the link below to join the devotions each week.  

       Join us here: https://www.facebook.com/FLCLEX/ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                           

First Evangelical Lutheran Ladies Beach Retreat 

The Women's Beach Retreat is being planned for the long weekend of May 3-7th in Cherry 
Grove Beach.  The cost is currently around $200 but could be less depending on the total 

number of ladies attending.  If you are interested, please contact Kim Odum for more  
information.  We would love to have you join us!    

Faith Formation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Children’s Sunday School 

 
This year, our Children’s Sunday School for  preschool and elementary aged  

students will be held one Sunday of each month. So mark your 2023 calendars for   
February 5, March 5, April 2, and May 7. A light  breakfast will be available  

beginning at 9:15 AM. Sunday School will begin at 9:30AM.  
Amy Whalen and Melissa Morris will lead this class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Classes 

Confirmation Class will meet at 9:30 AM in the youth room on the following dates: 

February 5, March 5, April 2, and May 7 
All middle grades students are invited to participate in First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church’s confirmation program. This is a two year program that teaches about the 

church and the Lutheran faith. At the conclusion of two years, students are given the 
opportunity to join the church. Pastor Matthew Miller teaches this course. Adult 

confirmation is also available. Please reach out to Pastor Matt for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Sunday School Classes 

Denny Whalen will lead an adult Sunday School class that meets on the second 
floor of the Family Life Center each Sunday of the month at 9:15 AM. This class 

will use Augsburg Fortress materials as a guide.  

 

If you would be interested in leading a Sunday School series for adults, please see 
Pastor Matt to express your interest.  

https://www.facebook.com/FLCLEX/
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Donations will be collected on the shelving outside of 

the chapel. Thank you for supporting the needs of our 

community at this time!  

February– dry pasta and/or pasta sauce 

March– canned pasta (i.e. ravioli, etc.) 

April– dry beans 

May– instant mashed potatoes 

June– Grits (individually packaged)  

July– Hamburger Helper or store brand version 

August - canned tuna  

September– cans of mixed vegetables 

October – oatmeal (individual servings) 

November – soups  

December – macaroni & cheese  

January– Canned meats (chicken, tuna, etc.) 

 We continue to collect all brands of saltine crackers for 
our cracker ministry. Please leave your donation on the 

rack outside the chapel. Crackers are regularly donated to 
Davidson County Crisis Ministry . 

Good Shepherd Clothing Closet 

Cracker Ministry  

Pastor’s Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 18  from 9:00– 12:00  

The Good Shepherd Clothing Closet is open the 3rd      
Saturday of each month from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM.         

Volunteers are needed to transport items from the church 
over to the closet as well as volunteer while the clothing 
closet is open. If you’d be interested in supporting this  

ministry, please see Teena Walker for more information 

WELCA Pennies Project 

  

The Women of the ELCA continue to collect pop tabs. 
These tabs are donated to the Ronald McDonald House in 
Winston– Salem. Please donate your tabs in the marked 

container in the narthex.  

Pop Tab Collection 

  

The Women of the ELCA continue to collect loose change 
for their yearly conference wide charity. The funds          

collected will be donated to the chosen charity for our    
region.  A collection jar is available outside of the chapel.  
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Genesis House Schedule 

February 26 Choirs 

March 26 WELCA Circles 

April 23 Council 

May 28 Learning Team 

June 25 Endowment 

July 23 Pericope 

August 27 Property Team 

September 24 Worship and Music Team 

October 22 Youth Group 

November 26 Inreach Team 

December  24 Volunteers 

January 28 Outreach Team 

Prior to your Sunday, please call  Davidson 
County First Hope Ministries (336) 248-6684 
to get the number of individuals you will be 

serving on your assigned Sunday. Then, 
please deliver drinks, a meal and a dessert on 

your given day  by  no later than 5:30 PM.  
FELC serves the family shelter every fourth 

Sunday of the month. 
 

 Please direct your questions  
to Teena Walker. 

Noisy Offering Schedule 

February  5 Lutheran Services  

of the Carolinas 

March 5 Meals on Wheels 

April 2 Domestic Violence Shelter 

May 7 Humane Society 

June 4 Fairgrove Family Resource 

July 2 Novusway 

August 6 West Davidson Food Pantry 

September 3 Pastor’s Pantry 

October 1 Empty Stocking Fund 

November 5 Thanksgiving Meal Project 

December  3 Angel Tree Project 

January 7 Storehouse for Jesus 

The first Sunday of each month our littlest 
saints are encouraged to stay following the  

children’s sermon to choose a small  bucket. 
The children of the church will then collect 

change, checks, and paper money for donation 
to a  charity each month. Our children will bless 
the funds collected to the glory or God before 

returning to their seats. If you have any         
suggested organizations or questions, please see 

our outreach coordinator, Teena Walker.  

tel:(336)%20248-6684
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Lenten Resources 

NC WELCA Bold Women Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 26 at 10:30 AM Worship  

Celebrate the Bold Women in your life!  

WELCA invites all Lutheran women who have acted or 
are acting boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ to wear red 

or purple on Sunday February 26.  

 
Water & Spirit 

2023 Lenten Devotionals  
 

Devotionals will be available in the narthex by Sunday, February 19, 2023. Large print op-
tions are also available. We invite you to use this devotional as a guide in the upcoming 

Lenten season.  
 
 
 
 

 
NC Synod Lenten Bible Study 

 
Bishop Tim Smith will offer an online Bible study on the book of Galatians during 

Lent—specifically, the four Thursdays in March—from 7 to 8 p.m. via Zoom. Mark 
your calendars and be on the lookout for the registration link which will be published 
soon. Don't miss this opportunity to study Galatians with other Lutherans across the 

synod!  
 

Please note: At the time of publishing, the link hasn’t gone live. 
 

 

Ash Wednesday  

February 22, 2023 at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary 

All are welcome to an imposition of ashes service as we begin our Lenten disciplines.  

 
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving 

 
We invite you to study, pray, reflect and give with us 

during ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving — for 
our families, our neighbors and communities around the 

world. 
For more information visit: 

https://www.elca.org/40days 
 

http://www.elca.org/40days
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Council Minutes– November 13, 2022 

Attendees:  Tawn Bizzell (President), Marcia Hoffmann, Rebecca Moretz, Pr. Matt Miller, Kevin Hath-

cock, Connie McMillan, Greg Turlington, Bleasha Carroll, Greg Turlington, Frank Mills, Daryl Parks 

 

Devotions: Greg Turlington 
 

Approval of Minutes: motion by Rebecca, second Marcia, passed 

 

New Business:  

 Budgeting/Spending best practices 

o Need to revisit the counting of offering 

o Proposal from Teena Walker on best practices for finding quotes for projects, signing 

contracts, etc. 

 Matt proposes making changes to the document to better reflect that it ap-

plies to all congregation teams and sending it to all team leaders 

 Team leaders shall not sign contracts on behalf of the church 

 Teams shall be required to have three bids for any project 

 Matt and Tawn will work on writing the letter to team leaders and bring to 

council for approval 

 

Reports 

 Pastor’s Report (Pastor Matt) 

o Worship numbers were up in October, online attendance down slightly 

o Choir participation is strong 

o There was a wedding in November and new members will be joining soon 

o Ushers should count attendance after children’s sermon 

 Scottie Reynold’s memorial service was held this month 

 

 Financial (Greg) 

 Receipts were up in September 

 

 Learning (Rebecca) 

o Sunday School continues to go well 

 

  Youth (Rebecca) 

o Preparations for the Christmas play are going well 

 The choir has agreed to help with the songs during the play  

 

 Outreach (Connie) 

o Partnered with Silver Valley Elementary to help cover student fees 

 Angel Tree will be displayed on Nov 20 

 

 Endowment (Marcia) 

 Team will meet on Dec 6 

 

 Inreach (Bleasha) 

o Over 70 in attendance at covered dish meal 

o Dec 4 will be Sunday School and family breakfast 

o Christmas play and dinner on Dec 4 

o Dec 11 will be breakfast for incoming and outgoing council members before meeting 

 Hot chocolate and caroling in the afternoon on Dec 18 



PAGE  10  F IRST  NEWS  

Council Minutes– November 13, 2022 

 

 Property (Pastor Matt) 

o Locks are delayed because of the company 

o Air conditioner has been chosen and a possible agreement has been made with 

company 

 The funds are not allocated until next year 

 Council needs to see a written copy of the agreement detailing total cost, 

time frame, etc for consideration at December meeting 

o Lawn service company has been chosen but no contract signed yet 

o Elevator inspection requires some minor work beforehand 

o Video company is waiting on a part in order to send the services to the televisions    

inside the church 

 Mutual Ministry (Pastor Matt) 

o New arrangement has been reached with Amanda for future work duties 

 Amanda would come back after a 3 month maternity leave plus one addi-

tional unpaid month. Amanda will be on leave from February –May.  

 Current staff and teams will take over her duties in the meantime 

 

Closing Prayer: Pastor Matthew Miller  

 

Next meeting will be December 11 at 8:30 

Bleasha will lead devotions 

Council Contacts 

 First Evangelical Lutheran Church Council 

Please consult the Church Directory for contact information. 

President Tawn Bizzell 

Vice President  Teena Walker 

Treasurer Connie McMillian 

Secretary Kevin Hathcock 

Council  

Members 

 Melanie Bumgardner, Larry Conrad, Marcia Hoffmann,  

 Rebecca Moretz, Darrell Parks 
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Council Minutes– December 11, 2022 

Attendees:  Tawn Bizzell (President), Marcia Hoffmann, Rebecca Moretz, Pr. Matt Miller, Kevin Hath-

cock, Connie McMillan, Greg Turlington, Bleasha Carroll, Frank Bell, Daryl Parks, Teena Walker, Larry 

Conrad, Amanda Hathcock 

Meeting Opened  8:47 AM 

Devotions: Bleasha Carroll  

 

Approval of Minutes: Amendments were made to the November minutes to be reconsidered for ap-

proval at the January meeting 

 (Rebecca) add learning and youth team items to minutes 

 (Marcia) strengthen language in the letter to team leaders 

 (Bleasha) change the date of the hot chocolate and caroling   

 

New Business:  

 Letter to team leaders 

o (Marcia) change item 3 as follows “… any permitting required, and expiration date of 

the bid.” 

o (Greg) change item 3 as follows “ … will be submitted, along with a recommendation, 

to the church council ….” 

o Motion (Tawn) to approve the letter with the suggested changes (second, Connie)  

 Motion passed  

 New team liaison assignments 

o Outreach – Teena 

o Inreach – Melanie 

o Property – Tawn 

o Harris – Larry 

 Worship and Music – Connie  

 

Reports 

 Financial (Greg) 

 Receipts were lower than predicted in November 

 

 Pastor’s Report (Pastor Matt) 

o New members are likely to join in early 2023 

 Be encouraged by overall attendance numbers but expect a normal decline come 

January 

 

 Endowment (Marcia) 

o The team suggested making donations totaling $8140 to various organizations in and 

around Davidson County. 

o The minutes of the meeting are attached.  

o Motion (Marcia) to approve disbursements (second, Bleasha) 

 Motion passed 

 

 Inreach (Bleasha) 

o Hot chocolate and caroling with take place in the afternoon on Dec 18 

 Monthly Sunday school meetings and breakfasts are well attended 
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Council Minutes– December 11, 2022 

 

  Outreach (Connie and Teena) 

o The team has pledged to support Silver Valley Elementary School and is searching for 

a school to partner with in the Lexington City School district on behalf of FLC. 

o Will send $200 to Trinity Oaks to purchase Christmas gifts for daycare members 

o Agreed to sponsor a birthday party for the Trinity Oaks residents for one month in 2023 

o Made a donation of $1700 to the GLAMA crisis fund 

Closing Prayer: led by Pastor Matt.  

Meeting Closed  9:28 AM 

Next meeting will be January 8 at 8:30 AM 

Pastor Matt will lead devotions. 

 
Endowment Team Meeting 12/06/2022 

Tuesday, December 6, 2022 
7:00 PM 

Agenda 
1. Open with Prayer 
2. Review & Approve Minutes from prior meeting 
3. Treasurers Report 
4. Discuss Potential Disbursements 
5. Close Meeting 

  
Meeting Details 

· Date and Time: 12/06/2022 
· Location: First Lutheran Church FLC 
· Attendees: Laura Lu Hedrick, Marcia Hoffmann, Phil Lohr, Cristy Nebrich, Jim Lovelace 
· Remote Attendees:  Denny Whalen 

  
Discussion 
  

· Open with Prayer 
  

· History 
· Scott Wertman was replaced by Phil Lohr on the team. 
· Laura Lu agreed to agreed to serve as Chair and is serving by consensus. 
· Had a conversation with Greg Turlington - Cracker Ministry when Phil buys crackers for Crisis Minis-

tries, he will submit a receipt for reimbursement. 
· Noisy Offering match is good through 2023 per Greg Turlington. 

  
· Review & Approve Minutes from Prior Meeting 

  
· Treasurer's Report - Denny is currently in quarantine and not able to attend meeting in person 

  
· Fund balance suffered some loss during past year but showed a rebound in October. 

  
 
 

·  

 

 

Date Account Balance Comments 

11/20 $512,124.67   

09/22 $449,972.64   

10/22 $462,108.81   

    *November 2022 Statement not yet received 

  $8,142.22 Available for Disbursement 
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Council Minutes– December 11, 2022 

Only expense has been cost of checks when account moved from First National to Bank of OZK. 
   

· When team decides to whom and how much disbursement to make, let me know and I'll cut the checks and    
deliver to whomever needs them. 
  

· With the losses incurred to the Fund balance, I'd  recommend we not go overboard on disbursements.  Stretch out 
the $8k...at least until we have confirmation of additional available funds. 

 
  

· Discuss Potential Disbursements 
 

  Phil made a Motion to propose disbursement 

  Christy seconded the motion  

  Unanimously approved. 

Group / Ministry 2022 

Davidson Medical Ministries  $   800.00  

Fairgrove Family Resources  $1,000.00  

Hospice of Davidson County  $1,000.00  

Meals-on-Wheels - Lexington City  $1,000.00  

Meals-on-Wheels of Davidson City  $1,000.00  

Pastor's Pantry  $1,000.00  

Storehouse for Jesus Davie City  $   340.00  

West Davidson Food Pantry  $1,000.00  

Workshop of Davidson County  $1,000.00  

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $8,140.00  

AVAILABLE FOR DISBURSEMENT $8,142.22  

REMAINING BALANCE  $       2.22  

  

 
  

· Phil made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting; Laura Lu seconded. 
  

· Meeting Adjourned 7:53 PM 
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Joys and Cares 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO: 
Dennis Palmer upon the loss of his family.  Brittany Virginia Carter (38), Ayden Thomas Palmer(12), and Lincoln 
Grey Palmer (7), all residents of Lexington, passed away on January 6 as a result of injuries sustained in an                  
automobile accident.  The mother and her two children were hit head-on by an impaired driver who had crossed the 
center lane; the driver of that vehicle has also since passed away.  Brittany had completed a cosmetologist program, 
but her priority was being the best homemaker for her family.  Ayden was currently a seventh-grade student at 
South Davidson Middle School; where he participated in baseball, basketball and football.  Lincoln was currently a 
first-grade student at Silver Valley Elementary School; where he participated in baseball, basketball and football.  
Both boys were also students at Denton School of Martial Arts.  A service celebrating their lives was held at Denton 
Wesleyan Church on January 15. 
 
Jim Lovelace upon the loss of his mother.  Hazel Faye Walker Lovelace, 85, passed to life eternal on January 23 at 
home after struggling with declining health for some time.  She was able to stay in her own home in Lexington with 
her faithful furry companions, Buster and Bella, thanks to Jim’s constant care.  Hazel retired from Specialty                                 
Lighting where she worked for many years.  She enjoyed gardening, rock painting, word searches, and loved her 
dog, Buster, whom she rescued.  A service celebrating her life will be held February 4 at 11:00 at FLC with Pastor 
Matthew officiating.  The family will receive friends following the service. 
 
OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS:  
Ralph Beam was hospitalized for pneumonia, and is now receiving rehabilitation at Davidson Health & Rehab                
Center (formerly Alston Brook).   
 
John Leonard reports this he is 98% pain-free following his neck surgery!  He continues to be in our prayers as he 
now awaits an appointment for a heart catheterization and possible stent. 
 
Ronnie Moretz had his follow-up brain scan on January 11 and did not receive good results.  He has a couple of          
lesions.  Ronnie and Rebecca have met with his oncologist to discuss options; there are several good choices for 
them to choose from. 
 
Tim Williams had outpatient laser surgery on January 20 to have his kidney stones removed.  He had good results 
and was to have his stent removed on January 24. 
 
Ezekiel, infant son of JJ and Trisha Reichard, had a drop in his blood oxygen after he had a virus the week of                    
January 22.  He was treated at the hospital and sent home. 
 
Amanda, Kevin, Amos and Simon Hathcock are anxiously awaiting the arrival of their new baby boy at the time of 
this writing!  Amanda was to have labor induced and a c-section on January 31.  Baby Boy Hathcock will be about 
three weeks early 
 
THANKS! 
Prayer Shawl Ministry – Thanks to those who lead and participate in the Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Completed                    
prayer shawls are in the closet in the “Prayer Shawl Room”.  Please feel free to pick up any that are needed, 
bless them and send them out.  (Please notify Kelly so that he can note in our records.) 
 
Congregation Council – Thanks to all those who are willing to serve on our FLC Congregational Council. All           
members and officers were installed during worship on January 8. 
 
Blood Drive – During the blood drive at First Lutheran on January 11, the sign-up was very low; however, a total 
collected was 22 pints.  We continue to remain positive, though:  “22 pints can serve up to 66 people!”  Thanks to 
Carol Leonard for her passion and leadership in our blood drive ministry; and to all others who volunteer their                  
service through presence and snacks!  Put this on your calendar:  next blood drive will be April 6! 
 
Parament Box – The people of First Lutheran wish to extend a sincere word of gratitude to Allen Mabry for the      
construction of our new parament box.  Come by the Sacristy to see the wonderfully-completed project.  Thanks to 
Allen, Lee Conrad, Ian Miller and all who helped make a new space to store these important items for our worship.  
The box received a blessing during our worship intercessory prayers on January 15. 
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Joys and Cares 

Guest Musician – While Kelly Newsome took a planned vacation day on January 29, we welcomed our own                   
Darrell Parks to fill in for him.   
 
Kelly was a guest musician at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) in China Grove where his friend, Connie                   
Burleson, serves as organist; Connie and Kelly played several duets (piano/organ and four-hand piano) during the 
worship service.  Kelly also plays regularly at the 1:30 Sunday worship service at Gloria Dei Lutheran in                        
Salisbury; he and Connie also shared their music ministry together there. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Award – Congratulations to Jason Zanni for being honored as “Staff Mem-
ber of the Month” for December at Ledford Middle School!  Jason is an eighth 
grade science teacher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pregnancy – Congratulations to Sam Thomasson and Athena Bless upon their pregnancy!  Athena is due July 1.  
Athena is a pastor at Christ the King Lutheran Church; they live in Cary, NC. 
 
College Acceptance – Kara Conrad (daughter of Lee and Lori Conrad, granddaughter of Pauletta Conrad) has been 
accepted into the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill!  She has accepted and will look no further – the                     
college of her dreams! 
 
Dean’s List – Charles “Ethan” Edwards (son of Erin and Chip Edwards, great-grandson of Susan Bizzell) was 
named to the Dean’s List at Davidson-Davie Community College! 
 
Don't forget to share your "joys and cares" with us!  Please call Celie Lough at 249-6038, so that we may "double 
your joys and halve your cares!"  In order to meet printing deadlines, please have all items submitted by the 18th of 
each month.  Thanks!  Please note:  articles may also be submitted via e-mail to loughjc@lexcominc.net.  
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Church Staff & Volunteers 
 

The Rev. Matthew L. Miller ~ Pastor 
Tawn Bizzell ~ Council President 

Amanda Hathcock ~ Director of Congregational Life 
Kelly Newsome ~ Organist / Parish Associate 

Jim Lovelace ~ Pianist 
Kelly Newsome ~ Music Ministries 

Bing Grubb ~ Sexton 
 
 
 


