First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Third Sunday of Easter
May 1, 2022
10:30 AM

Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”
—John 21:12

Our Identity
We are a diverse, welcoming,
loving, grace-filled community.
 We are a safe place of acceptance
and forgiveness.
 It feels good to be here.


The Rev. Matthew L. Miller, Pastor
320 South State Street , PO Box 308
Lexington, NC 27292
336.248.6018 Phone
www.flclex.org

Now The Feast and Celebration
Holy Communion
ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE!
We are so glad you are able to worship with us today. We hope you feel the
love of God and the friendly warmth of our church family. If you are looking
for a church home, we invite you to consider First Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

+ + GATHERING + +
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
We turn and face the cross as the procession approaches the Altar, reminding us
that Christ leads us into the presence and love of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock
who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C Amen.
P Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God.
(We pause for reflection.)
P God of grace and glory,
C you have brought us through the night of sin into the light of Jesus’
resurrection. Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in
Christ, O God. Make us new as you make all things new. Rescue us from
evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore us to living in your
holiness, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
P Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! The light of the risen Christ puts
to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts
out hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly pride. Jesus Christ loves you
and ☩ frees you from your sins by his blood. To him be glory and dominion
forever and ever!
C Amen!
P Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
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HYMN: (Bulletin, pg. 20)

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

Hyfrydol
William C. Dix

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
KYRIE
A In peace, in peace,
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“Now The Feast and Celebration”

(to refrain)
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HYMN OF PRAISE (continued)

(to refrain)

(to refrain)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
P Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your
majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and
inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
NOISY OFFERING — Proceeds will benefit Alpha Pregnancy Support
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+ + WORD + +
FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6
1
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if
he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound
to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a
light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you,
Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”
L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 30 (read responsively)
1
I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
2
O Lord my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
3
You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
4
Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
5
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
6
While I felt secure, I said,
“I shall never be disturbed.
7
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
8
I cried to you, O Lord;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
9
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
10
Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me;
O Lord, be my helper.”
11
You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
12
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.

Page 6

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14
11
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and
the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, 12singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was
slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and
glory and blessing!”
13
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the
Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
14
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and
worshiped.
L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 21:1-14
P The holy gospel according to St. John the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
4
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that
it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They
answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat,
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It
is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes,
for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off.
9
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and
bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred
fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus
said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask
him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

The Rev. Matthew L. Miller

A BRIEF MOMENT OF REFLECTION
HYMN: (Bulletin, pg. 21)

“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”
The Servant Song
Richard Gillard
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APOSTLES’ CREED
P God has made us God’s people through our baptism in Christ. Living together
in trust and hope let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(after each petition)………God, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(Please be seated.)
OFFERING
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

“As The Grains of Wheat”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray. Living God,
C you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and
believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+ + MEAL + +
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P It is our duty and delight . . . We praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION
P Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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The minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer
P Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P Gather our prayers with those of the apostles, prophets, martyrs, and all the
faithful who have gone before us, and unite them with the unceasing prayer of
the One who lives in us and in whom we live, Jesus Christ.
THROUGH CHRIST, WITH CHRIST, IN CHRIST
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P Make us bold, O Merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Sung)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty,
come.
C Thanks be to God!
All are welcome to the table to receive Holy Communion. If you are unable to
receive communion at the altar, please notify an usher so that communion can be
brought to you.
Please refrain from conversation during the distribution of Holy Communion in
respect for those who may be in prayer.
If you prefer to receive a gluten-free communion wafer, please tell the minister or
assisting minister as you are served. White grape juice is also available at each
wine station in the center ring.
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LAMB OF GOD

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION — A time for quiet reflection.
TABLE BLESSING
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.
C Amen.
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray. Generous God,
C we give you thanks, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new
heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this
table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know
life in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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+ + SENDING + +
SENDING OF COMMUNION
A Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord, bless
those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our sisters and
brothers who are unable to be with us today. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those to whom we bring this communion in the body and blood of
your Son, that we may all feast upon your abundant love made known in Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
BLESSING
P The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and
sustain you, keep you from harm, and fill you with courage.
C Amen.
During the sending hymn, we face the cross as it passes to the rear
of the sanctuary, it reminds us, it is Christ who leads and calls us into God's World
to bring God's healing love as we carry out his mission and ministry.
HYMN: (Bulletin, pg. 22) “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen”

Surge Ecclesia
Susan Palo Cherwien

DISMISSAL
A Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news that Christ has risen!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

+ + + + + + +
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SERVING DURING WORSHIP- TODAY
Ushers — Denny and Amy Whalen
Assisting Minister — Judy Conrad
Acolyte — Katie Michael
Communion Steward — Teena Walker
Communion Preparation — Jim Lovelace
Crucifer — Tim Conrad
Lector — Judy Conrad
Sound System — Lee Conrad
SERVING DURING WORSHIP- May 8, 2022
Ushers — Denny and Amy Whalen
Assisting Minister — Judy Conrad
Acolyte —
Communion Steward — Teena Walker
Communion Preparation — Jim Lovelace
Crucifer — Tim Conrad
Lector — Judy Conrad
Sound System — John Conrad
SCRIPTURES –May 8, 2022
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Rev 7:9-17
John 10:22-30
PROPERTY TEAM
The Property Team will meet on Monday, May 2, at 7:00PM.
BEER & BIBLE
Beer & Bible will meet on Tuesday, May 4, at 6:00PM at Goose & the Monkey
Brewhouse. All are welcome to this time of fellowship.
KINDNESS CHALLENGE
The Outreach Team extends a challenge to our congregation to complete one kind
act a week. On Sundays please add a chain link to our paper chain representing
your act. The chains are outside the nursery. We will be collecting kindness links
until Pentecost Sunday.
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE GIFTS
We are celebrating the high school graduation of Sam Odum and Hannah James
this year by presenting each student with a gift basket. Outside the chapel, you will
see two laundry baskets. Please bring items that might be needed for “dorm life” to
share with our graduates. We will present the baskets on Sunday, May 22, 2022.
HANDBELLS
Handbells will rehearse on Wednesday, May 4, 2022, at 7:30 PM.
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PASTORS PANTRY
We are gathering instant mashed potatoes for the Pastor’s Pantry during the month
of May. Please leave your donations on the rack beside the chapel.
WEDNESDAY DEVOTION
Join Pastor Matt each Wednesday for devotions on Facebook Live at 10:00 AM.
Join the devotion here: www.facebook.com/flclex
PERICOPE
Join us for Pericope at 10:00 AM each Tuesday in the Youth Room. Bring a snack
if you’d like to do so. A Keurig is available for coffee.
CONFIRMATION
Confirmation will meet today at 3:00PM in the youth room.
MARY CIRCLE
The Mary Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 10, 2022, at 10:30AM in the Family
Life Center. All women are welcome and encouraged to join us!
AGAPE CIRCLE
The Agape Circle will meet on Monday, May 9, at 7:00PM in the youth room. All
women of the church are invited to attend.
WORSHIP AND MUSIC
The Worship and Music Team will meet on Wednesday, May 11, 2022 at 11:00AM
in the Family Life Center.
PRAYER SHAWLS
Prayer Shawls will meet on Thursday, May 12, at 7:00PM in the Family Life
Center. All levels of experience are invited to this time of fellowship.
OUTREACH TEAM
The Outreach Team will meet on Thursday, May 12, at 6:30PM in the Family Life
Center. If you’d like to be part of this ministry, please see Teena Walker.
INREACH TEAM
The Inreach team will meet on Wednesday, May 4, at 4:00PM in the Family Life
Center. Please let Amanda Hathcock or Bleasha Carroll know if you’d like to be a
part of this ministry.
GRADUATE SUNDAY
On Sunday, May 22, we will celebrate our high school and college
graduates. Please let Amanda know if you have a high school or college graduate
to be celebrated.
WARM FUZZIES FOR EDUCATION
Please pick up a pom pom "warm fuzzy" to keep in your pocket as you go through
these next few weeks of school. We know students have exams and EOGs and
teachers are feeling the end of school year rush. Take a pom-pom for your pocket,
when you feel overwhelmed reach in your pocket, feel the warm fuzzy and
remember that your church family is with
Pageyou
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Let us remember in prayer:
CHURCH FAMILY:
Christopher Bartholomew
Amy Hollar Cormier
Jean Conrad Darstein
Craven Ford
Mary Huneycutt
Katie Lemly
Frank Mills
Ronnie Moretz
Willie Ruth Pless
Gracie Shepherd
Jody Shepherd
Terry Triplett
LOVED ONES, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS:
Tonya Adams (Friend of David Smith
Edie Allen (Friend of Pam Mabry)
Susan Avery and Family (Friends of Christi
Nebrich)
Nick Babcock (Friend of the Kitzmans)
Charles Baker (Bill Baker’s father)
Vaughn Ball (Sandy Hahn’s father)
Brad, Melody, and Erick Bizzell (Son and family
of Susan Bizzell)
Mary Brink (Niece of Pauletta Conrad)
Gene Bullock (Tracy Miller’s uncle)
Anne Burkhart (friend of Pam Mabry)
Lanny Burleson (friend of Kelly Newsome)
Tessa Burns (Bob Redwine’s niece)
Mike Byrd (Friend of Bob Sink)
Rita Caudle (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
Mackey Charles (friend of Joe & Bleasha
Carroll)
Jeff and Nancy Check (friends of John and
Sabrina Conrad)
Edward Clancy (friend of Bing Sudarmono)
Esther Cotton (friend of Bleasha Carroll)
Jessica Crabb
Amy and Wes Cups
Robert Dasch (Father of Keith Dasch)
Tracy Davis (Friend of Lee and Lori Conrad)
Marina Dunaway& family (friends of Karen
Riggs)
Delores Farrell (Dalane Kitzman’s sister)
Danny Fine (Lynn Smith’s brother)
Vickie Foster (Teena Walker’s sister-in-law)
Ray Franks (Friend of Pr. Matt)
Marc Frye (friend of Craig and Robin Deal)
The Greer Family (Friends of Karen Riggs)
Kathy Harwood (Beth Lemly’s sister-in-law)
Norma Heath (friend of Kelly Newsome)
Ronald Hensley (friend of Mary Huneycutt)
Barbara Sue Herring (Friend of FLC)
Gavin Hill (friend of the Odums)
Scarlett Hill (friend of the Miller family)
Capt. Matthew Honeycutt (friend of the Carroll
Scott Family)
Scott Hummel (friend of the Turlingtons)
Jeff Hutcherson (Husband of Karen Rigg’s
coworker, Jill)
Caleb Hutcherson (Son of Karen Rigg’s
coworker, Jill)

Damon Jones (brother of clothing closet
volunteer, Teresa Smith)
Betty Jordan (friend of the Carlsons)
Don Kelly (Friend of Pr. Matt Miller)
Karen Kernstine (friend of Sabrina Conrad)
David Kinney (Friend of Danny and Carol
Leonard)
Mandy Kiser (friend of Patti Grant)
Nancy Kiser (Lynn Smith’s aunt)
John Kleine (Nancy Carlson’s brother-in-law)
Jack Kunz (Nancy Carlson’s father)
Mary and Charles Lee (friends of FLC)
Larry Leonard (John Leonard’s brother)
Hazel Lovelace (Jim Lovelace’s mother)
Mandy Marshall (Debbie Triplett’s daughter)
Joyce Metters (friend of Rev. Craig and
LaVaughn Bartholomew)
Miranda and Children (Friends of Sabrina
Conrad)
Deb McGraw (friend of Patrick Harris)
Sandy Mendenhall (friend of Lynn Smith)
Larry Michaels
Donna Miller (friend of Kelsey Lambert)
Claire Murphy (Rebecca Moretz’ cousin)]
Hap Palmer (Pauletta Conrad’s brother in law)
Ed Pye
Craig and Lisa Royal (friends of FLC)
Kim Schlueter (Trisha Reichard’s mother)
Aubrey Smith (Dan Smith’s dad)
David Smith (Nephew of Bob Sink)
Ree Smith (friend of Patti Grant)
Sib Snyder (Lynn Smith’s aunt)
Jimmy Steele (friend of Mary Huneycutt)
Jason Stone (Wendy Coley’s son)
Marilee Strasser (friend of Bill and Patsie Baker)
Denny Swimley (brother-in-law of Scott and
Deborah Wertman)
Jackie Taylor (Lorraine Carlson’s sister)
Marie Thomason (Sarah Whitaker’s
grandmother)
Glenn Visbeen (friend of John Leonard)
Charlie Ward (friend of Kim Odum)
John Watterson (Friend of the Kitzmans)
Mary Louise Wilkerson (Friend of FLC)
Drew Williams (friend of Kellie Fritts Michael)
Devone Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s sister)
Ken Woisin (Lorraine Carlson’s brother)
Waylynn Wilson (Great-niece of Melissa Morris)
Nathan Wohl (Dalane Kitzman’s nephew)
The families of those who have passed
to life eternal:

Expectant Parents:
JJ and Trisha Reichard
Justin and Hayley Leonard Coggins
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