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Beloved First,  
  
As we enter the season of Advent, the church is 
filled with candles, hymns, and a sense of 
anticipation.  
 
Advent is a time of waitingðwaiting for 
Christmas morning, for family gatherings, for 
your favorite cookies to be baked, and ultimately 
for the promised hope of Christ's return. But this 
season is also rich with emotions that we reflect 
on and are brought to light in this season.  
  

Advent calls us to hold joy and longing in the 
same breath. We light candles of hope, peace, 
joy, and love, even as we acknowledge the 
darkness in our world and in our hearts. This 
tension can stir many emotionsðhope for what is 
to come, sorrow for what is lost and is not yet, 
and gratitude for the glimpses of Godôs presence 
in our lives. 
 
For some, Advent brings warmth and celebration, 
while for others, it may highlight grief or unmet 
expectations. Wherever we find ourselves, this 
season invites us to bring our whole selves before 
God, trusting in the promise of Emmanuelð
ñGod with us.ò 
  
May this Advent season be one where you 
experience the fullness of Godôs love, no matter 
what emotions you carry. Together, as a 
community of faith, we wait with expectation, 
knowing that Christ comes to us in every 
moment, offering light and life. 
  
Blessings on your Advent journey! 

 

    Vicar Liz 

MISSION STATEMENT:  To connect ourselves and others to Christ through acts of faith and love. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lexington shall be a Christ-centered community participating in        
Spirit-led worship, challenging learning and loving outreach; willing to be transformed by the Gospel and eagerly using our gifts to 
transform the world around us. 

Vicarôs Message                                                                      Vicar Liz Dinkins 
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We Pray for Each Other  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
Tonya Adams (Friend of David Smith) 
Mike and Alice Barnette (Parents of Sabrina Conrad) 
Terry Barnette (friend of Sabrina Conrad)Christopher Bartholomew  
Stanley Barr (Aaron Barrôs father) 
Larry and Donna B. (friends of John and Sabrina Conrad) 
Richard and Toni Berish (Brother and sister-in-law of the Wertman 
family) 

Brad, Melody, and Erick Bizzell (Brother and family of Tawn Bizzell) 
Vickie Bliss (friend of Bill and Patsie Baker) 
Mary Brink (Niece of Pauletta Conrad) 
Anne Burkhart (friend of Pam Mabry) 
Mike Byrd (Friend of Bob Sink) 
Tom Carlson 
Eula Carroll  (Joe Carrollôs mother) 
Paul and Dawn Cohen (friends of the Wertmans) 
Angie Coleman (friend of Lauren Mabry) 
Payton Conner (friend of Amos Hathcock) 
Paul and Carolina Conrad (Larry Conradôs aunt and uncle) 
Pauletta Conrad 
Jean Conrad Darstein  
Margie Coggins (friend of Kelly Newsome and FLC) 
Michelle Craig (friend of Bleasha Carroll) 
Robert Dasch (Father of Keith Dasch) 
Connie Dillard  (friend of the Wertman family) 
Marina Dunaway& family (friends of Karen Riggs) 
Delores Farrell (Dalane Kitzmanôs sister) 
Kristin Fernetti (Bill and Patsie Bakerôs daughter) 

Danny Fine (Lynn Smithôs brother) 
John Fisher (Bleasha Carrollôs uncle) 
Craven Ford 
Kay Fortner (friend of Dalane Kitzman) 
Marc Frye (friend of Craig and Robin Deal) 
Debbie Gallimore (Alex Garnerôs Mother) 
Joanna Ginzel 
The Greer Family (friends of Karen Riggs) 
Katie Grubb (Rebecca Moretzô niece) 
Rick Grubb 
Norma Heath  
Walter Henderson (father of Don Henderson) 
Kenny Hirsch (friend of Rick Grubb) 
Matt Hogrefe 
Jason, Christy, and Jasie Hollar (friends of the Wertmans) 
Capt. Matthew Honeycutt (friend of the Carroll and Scott Family) 
Dan Huber 
Scott Hummel (friend of the Turlingtons) 
Carol Johnson 
Betty Jordan (friend of the Carlsons) 
Larry Kerns (Tim Weltherôs husband) 
Bob and Karen Kernstine (friends of Sabrina Conrad) 
Mandy Kiser and son, Sammy Jones (friends of Patti Grant) 
Dale Kitzman (Dalane Kitzmanôs brother) 
Thomas and Toni L.  (friends of John and Sabrina Conrad) 

Beth and Katie Lemly 
Larry Leonard (John Leonardôs brother) 
The Lippard Family (friends of Lee and Lori Conrad) 
Franklin Mabry 
Mandy Marshall (Debbie Triplettôs daughter) 
Pam and Madison McDaniel (friends of Bob Sink)  
Lewis McMillan 
Donna Miller (friend of Kelsey Lambert) 
Frank and Pat Mills 
Sarah Montross  (friend of the Turlingtons) 
Matthew and Faith Moretz  (nephew and wife of Rebecca Moretz) 
Dermont Morris (friend of Ken Clodfelter) 
Becky Osborne (friend of Karen Riggs) 
Barbara Ann Owen (Laura Turlingtonôs aunt) 
Hap Palmer (Pauletta Conradôs brother-in-law) 
Carrie Parker 
Willie Ruth Pless 
Bob Redwine 
Joe and Barbara (Carlson) Romaine 
Dwight Rhodes (Deborah Wertmanôs brother) 
Christi Rice (Tracy Millerôs sister) 
Brenda Safrit (Beth Huberôs cousin) 
Kim Schlueter (Trisha Reichardôs mother) 
Margaret Schneider (Rebecca Moretzôs Aunt) 
Robin Schuster (friend of FLC) 
Jody Shepherd 
Roy and Gracie Shepherd 
Doug Sink (Bob Sinkôs brother) 
Ron Sink 
Peggy Sipe (mother of Pr. Ray Sipe) 
Aubrey Smith (Dan Smithôs dad) 
Dan Smith 
David Smith (Nephew of Bob Sink) 
Sherry Snyder (friend of Lynn Smith) 
Marilee Strasser (friend of Bill and Patsie Baker) 
Johnny and Pat Straughn (friends of Sylvia Sink)  
Denny Swimley (brother-in-law of Scott and Deborah Wertman) 
Jackie Taylor (Lorraine Carlsonôs sister) 
Juliet Teachey (great-granddaughter of Jon and Celie Lough) 
Stephen Thompson (Danny Thompsonôs father) 
Debbie and Terry Triplett  
Laura Turlington 
Bert Wagner (friend of Ken and Judy Clodfelter) 
Mary and Doug Walser (friends of Sylvia Sink) Charlie Ward (friend 
of Kim Odum) 
Jennifer Way (Sylvia Sinkôs niece) 
Jack Weller 
Deborah Wertman 
Jon Whalen (Denny Whalenôs brother) 
Mark White (Pr. Ray Sipeôs brother in law) 
Asher Wilber (Sue Silberôs grandson) 
Mary Louise Wilkerson (Friend of FLC) 
Devone Wohl (Dalane Kitzmanôs sister) 
Nathaniel Wohl (Dalane Kitzmanôs nephew) 
Ken Woisin (Lorraine Carlsonôs brother) 
Tammy Y. (Elaina Garnerôs mother) 
Pr. Bob Young 
 

The families of those who have passed  
to life eternal: 

 
Mary Huneycutt 
Mark Sives (Bleasha Carrollôs cousin) 
 

 
Expectant Parents: 
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December Ministry Schedule/Calendar  

FIRST N EWS 

  
December 8 

 
December 15 

 
December 22 

 
December 29 

Assisting  
Minister 

 
Vr. Liz Dinkins 

 
Bing Grubb 

 
Bing Grubb 

 
Bing Grubb 

 
Crucifer 

 
Patti Grant 

 
Patti Grant 

 
Patti Grant 

 
Patti Grant 

 
Acolyte 

 
England Family 

 
England Family 

 
England Family 

 
England Family 

 
Lector 

 
Tawn Bizzell 

 
Tawn Bizzell 

 
Tawn Bizzell 

 
Tawn Bizzell 

 
Ushers 

 
James Whitaker 
Connor Whitaker 

 
James Whitaker 
Connor Whitaker 

 
James Whitaker 
Connor Whitaker 

 
James Whitaker 
Connor Whitaker 

 

Communion 
Stewards  

 
Pat Richardson 
Lori Conrad 

 
Pat Richardson 
Lori Conrad 

 
Pat Richardson 
Lori Conrad 

 
Pat Richardson 
Lori Conrad 

Communion 
Preparation  

 
England Family 

 
England Family 

 
England Family 

 
England Family 

Sound  
System 

 
Lee Conrad 

 
John Conrad 

 
John Leonard 

 
Lee Conrad 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10:30am Morning Worship 
12:00pm Grubb Family Reunion 

2 
9:30am Yoga 

3 
9:30am Pericope 
12:00pm Area               

Lutheran Pastors 

Pericope 
6:00pm Beer and 

Bible 

4 
9:30am Yoga 
10:00am Facebook 

Devotions 
6:30pm Handbell 

Rehearsal 
7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

5 
8:00am School 

Readiness PAT 

6 
9:30am Yoga 

7 

8 
9:00am Breakfast 
9:30am Confirmation 
9:30am Family Sunday School 
10:30am Morning Worship 
6:00pm Christmas Banquet 

9 
9:30am Yoga 

10 
9:30am Pericope       

10:30am Mary Circle 
12:00pm Area            

Lutheran Pastors 

Pericope 
4:00pm Medical 

Ministries Program 
7:00pm Prayer Shawl 

11 
9:30am Yoga 
10:00am Facebook 

Devotions 
6:30pm Handbell 

Rehearsal 
7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

12 
6:00pm Agape Circle 

Christmas Gathering 

13 
9:30am Yoga 

14 
5:00pm Christmas 

Supper Club at Pat 

Richardson's Home 

15 
10:30am Morning Worship 

16 
9:30am Yoga 

17 
9:30am Pericope 
12:00pm Area             

Lutheran Pastors 

Pericope 

6:00pm Beer and 

Bible 

18 
9:30am Yoga 
10:00am Facebook 

Devotions 
6:30pm Handbell 

Rehearsal 
7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

19 20 
9:30am Yoga 

21 
9:00am Clothes 

Closet 

22 
10:30am Morning Worship 

23 
9:30am Yoga 

24 
11:00pm Christmas 

Eve Candlelight  

 

(Music begins at 

10:30 PM) 

25 
Merry Christmas! 

26 27 
9:30am Yoga 

28 

29 
10:30am Morning Worship 

30 
9:30am Yoga 

31 
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Worship and Fellowship Opportunities  

The Property Team will meet in the 1st floor meeting room.  
Monday, December 2, 2024 ð 7:00 PM  

 
If you would like to know more or be a part of the Property Team, 

 please see John Conrad.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Agape Circle  

 
The Agape Circle will meet at the Carroll home.  

December 12, 2024 ð 6:00 PM 
Please bring a gift to be given to the womenôs shelter. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mary Circle 
 

The Mary Circle will meet in the first room on the left in the Family Life Center 
December 10, 2024 ð 11:30 AM 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
December 3 and December 17ð 6:00 PM 
Beer & Bible at Goose & The Monkey 

 
All ages are welcome to this time of Bible study and fellowship.  

Please see Pastor Matt for more information. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
December 8 ð  8:30 AM 

The First Evangelical Lutheran Church Council will meet in the council meeting room.  
As a reminder, any member of the congregation may bring an idea or concern before council at 
any time. You may choose to share this idea through a team liaison,  if you are on a team. You may 

also contact any council member directly to be added to the agenda.   
 Council members can be found on page 8 of this newsletter. Contact the church office if you need 

a directory or an individuals contact information. 
All incoming and outgoing council members are encouraged to come together for this meeting.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

TUESDAY, December 10, 2024 ð 7:00 PM 
First room on the left in the Family Life Center 

Please note the change in meeting day. This will be the only meeting in December. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Center Street Saxophone Quartet 

Christmas Concert 

Sunday, December 15, 2024 ð 3:00 PM 

First Reformed UCC 

104 E. Center Street, Lexington 

FIRST N EWS 



 
Pericope Study  

Each Tuesday at 9:30 AM  
Pericope will meet at Southern Lunch (26 S Railroad St, Lexington, NC 27292).  

Pericope is a Bible study focusing on the weekôs texts. 
 All are welcome to join us in this time of breakfast, study, and fellowship.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Each Wednesday at 10:00 AM  
Facebook Live Devotions with Pastor Miller 

Please use the link below to join the devotions each week.  
       Join us here: https://www.facebook.com/FLCLEX/ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Monthly Sunday School opportunities for our elementary aged  saints. Amy Whalen and 
Melissa Morris are the teachers for this class.  

 
Family Sunday School 

December 8, 2024 ð 9:30 AM 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Confirmation Class 
December 8, 2024 ð 9:30 AM 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 The Handbell and Chancel Choirs rehearse each Wednesday Evening 
Handbells ð 6:30 PM in the Handbell Room 
Chancel Choir ð 7:30 PM in the Choir Room 

 
                                   No rehearsals on December 25 and January 1, 2025 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Worship & Fellowship Opportunities  

Hosted by Pat Richardson 

142 Charleswood Lane 

Saturday, December 14, 2024  

5:00 PM 

Please join us! 

Christmas Supper Club 

https://www.facebook.com/FLCLEX/
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December ð boxed macaroni & cheese  
 
January 2025 ï canned meats (chicken, tuna, etc.) 
February 2025 ð dry Pasta/Pasta Sauce 
March 2025 ð canned, heat and serve, pasta  
April 2025 ð dry beans 
May 2025 ð instant mashed potatoes 
June 2025 ðgrits (individually packaged) 
July 2025 ð Hamburger Helper (or store brand) 
August 2025 ð canned Tuna 
September 2025 ð cans of mixed vegetables 
October 2025 ð oatmeal (Individual servings) 
November 2025ð soups 
 

Donations will be collected on the shelving  
outside of the chapel.  

 We continue to collect all brands of saltine crackers for our 
cracker ministry. Please leave your donation on the rack 
outside the chapel. Crackers are regularly donated to Da-

vidson County Crisis Ministry . 

Good Shepherd Clothing Closet  

Cracker Ministry  

Outreach Opportunities  

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 21 ~  9:00 AM ï 12:00 Noon 

The Good Shepherd Clothing Closet is open the 3rd      
Saturday of each month from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM.         

Volunteers are needed to transport items from the church 
over to the closet as well as volunteer while the clothing 
closet is open. If youôd be interested in supporting this  
ministry, please see Teena Walker for more information 

 The Women of the ELCA continue to collect pop tabs and 
pennies. These tabs are donated to the Ronald McDonald 
House in Winstonï Salem while the pennies go to a district 
wide project. Please donate your tabs and pennies in the 

marked containers in the narthex.  

Pop Tab Collection & Pennies Collection  



Noisy Offering Schedule  
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Genesis House Schedule  

December  22 Volunteers Needed 

January 2025 Outreach Team 

February 2025 Handbell and  
Chancel Choirs 

March 2025 WELCA Circles 

April 2025 Council 

May 2025  Learning Team 

June 2025 Endowment Team 

July 2025 Pericope 

August 2025 Volunteers Needed 

September 2025 Worship and Music Team 

October 2025 Volunteers Needed 

November 2025 Inreach Team 

 

Prior to your Sunday, please call  Davidson County 
First Hope Ministries (336) 248-6684 to get the 
number of  individuals you will be serving on your 
assigned Sunday. Then, please deliver drinks,              
paper products, a meal and a dessert on your given 

day by no later than 5:30 PM.   

FLC serves the family shelter every fourth                    
Sunday of the month.  

Please direct your questions to Teena Walker. 

 
 
 

The listed Sundays, our littlest saints are  
encouraged to stay following the  childrenôs  

sermon to choose a small  bucket. The children of 
the church will then collect change, checks, and 
paper money for donation to a  charity each 

month. Our children will bless the funds collected 
to the glory or God before returning to their seats.  

December  8 Angel Tree Project/ 

The Life Center 

January 2025 Storehouse for Jesus 

February 2025 Lutheran Services  
of the Carolinas 

March 2025 Meals on Wheels 

April 2025 Domestic Violence Shelter 

May 2025 Humane Society 

June 2025 Fairgrove Family Resources 

July 2025 Novusway 

August 2025 West Davidson Food Pantry 

September 2025 The Pastorôs Pantry 

November 2025 Thanksgiving Meal Project 

tel:(336)%20248-6684
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Present: Matt, Teena, Marcia, Darrell, Larry, Liz, Melanie, Connie, Rick, Lee, Greg 

Absent: Rebecca 

Teena called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. 

Devotions: Connie shared a devotion meditation from Matthew 5 reminding us to be the light of Christ in the world 
through stewardship, and engaging children and youth in the life of the church.  This will help combat darkness. 

Approval of October Council minutes:  Motion by Lee, 2nd by Rick, motion carried. 

Financial Report for October by Greg 

¶ Total receipts are about the same as last year at this time 

¶ Weôre about $100k to the good over last year due to the Harris Fund 

¶ Major repairs impacted the non-staff expenditure line item 

¶ October was the 2nd lowest giving month of the year 

¶ Itôs too early to tell if passing the offering plate has made a positive change in giving receipts 

¶ Greg has ñcleaned-upò the reserve fund list, honorariums and memorial gifts are no longer listed separately 
 
Pastorôs Report: Pastor Matt 

¶ The number of 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th graders is increasing.  Matt is working on getting them more involved in the 
life of the church in addition to being an acolyte, like Katy who volunteered to learn how to operate the sound 
system and has done so very well.   

New Business 

Parking Lot Improvements: A bid for rip rap was received from Yates, the company who will do the grading and 
replacement of the parking lot.  Lee made a motion to accept the Yates bid of $6,292 to provide and install rip 
rap on the slope prior to the major parking lot repair.  Yates will also install fabric under the rip rap rocks. Rick 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  It was also noted that time is of the essence due to cooling weather that 
will prevent asphalt from being poured.  Also, it is important for the rip rap to be installed prior to the paving as 
the heavy equipment needed to place it could damage the new parking lot.  Therefore, it was deemed acceptable 
to waive the three-bid requirement for this job.  The Renovation Fund will be used for this project.  

Polling place usage concerns  

¶ Political signs were placed on our property without concern for the underground sprinkler system.   

¶ Many signs werenôt removed after the poll closed. 

¶ Doors were left open.  

¶ Our property generally wasnôt respected. 

¶ Teena will send a letter to the Board of Elections to share our concerns and to get assurance that improvements 
will be made if we participate again in the future. 

¶ We understand that sharing our building is important to our being part of the community. 
 
 

FIRST N EWS 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Members  

Congregational Council Minutes ñ November 10, 2024  

President Teena Walker 

Vice President  Lee Conrad 

Treasurer Connie McMillian 

Secretary Marcia Hoffmann 

Council  

Members 

 Melanie Bumgardner, Larry Conrad, Rick Grubb,  

 Rebecca Moretz, Darrell Parks 
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Old Business 

Exterior Camera and Entry Keypad Update 

¶ Installed, camera provides 360Á view, can review two weeks back, can save scenes 

¶ Every member can request through Kelly to have an entry security code, one per household. 

¶ Property Team will figure out how to collect outstanding keys and to handle the transition from keys to codes 

¶ Matt, Kelly and Property have access to reports to see who entered, where and when. 

¶ Hex key can be used to unlock the push bar to allow easier access for meetings. However, it would require that 
the leader remembers to lock it before leaving. 

 

Refugee resettlement 

¶ The family from Venezuela knows people in Statesville so they will not be coming to Lexington. 

¶ We will get a family once we find housing. 

¶  
Community Benevolence Fund 

¶ Has a budget of $2,000. Matt said that Outreach is allowed to do the business they are tasked to do.  They no 
longer need to get pre-approval. 

Team Reports 

Endowment: Marcia No meeting 
Inreach: Melanie 

¶ Prepared breakfast for the first Sunday of the month. 

¶ Hosted covered dish on Reformation/New Member Sunday. 

¶ Men will do the Christmas dinner on December 8. 

¶ ñFirst Sundayò will be on December 8 due to Thanksgiving being late this year. 
Outreach: Teena 

¶ Teena met with guidance counselors for the county schools to determine the number of food gift cards to get and 
distribute; 10 gift cards to each of the 18 county schools and 22 to Smart Start. 

¶ $2,000 was sent to Western North Carolina for Helene Disaster Relief. 
Property: Lee 

¶ Met on Monday. 

¶ Had a workday on October 16 

¶ Discovered termites in the shelter. Alex Garner will spray for free. 
Harris Team: Larry, No Meeting 
Learning: Darrell 

¶ ñPlayò prep is beginning. Reading of scripture with children dressed in costumes 
Worship and Music: Connie 

¶ Christ the King Sunday 

¶ Advent 

¶ Christmas Eve will start at 10:30 PM with special music followed by worship beginning at 11 PM.   

¶ No early service. 
Youth: Rebecca, reported by Liz 

¶ Planning on having a field trip to an Escape Room with Youth from Lizôs other group either in Winston-Salem 
or Greensboro. 

¶ Doing a Dungeons & Dragons game at FLC. 
 
Before closing Rick brought up a concern about tenants from the apartments regularly using our parking lot on Sun-
day mornings.  Matt suggested that Property deal with it. 

 

Closing prayer offered by Matt 

Time adjourned at 9:40 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marcia Hoffmann, Secretary 

December Council meeting:  
New Council members to join. 
Sunday December 8, @ 8:30 AM 
December Devotions:  Teena 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Matt 
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Joys and Cares                                                             Celie Lough  

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO; 
The Wertman Family (Scott, Deb, and Eric) upon the death of a young man they had known since he was a child.  
Mason Ray Lenair Hollar, age 23, from Statesville, was in an automobile accident and died November 4.  He leaves 
behind his wife who is six months pregnant.  Mason accepted the Lord as his Savior at a young age.  He loved doing 
anything outside but his favorite activities by far were hunting and fishing.  He was an Eagle Scout, an extremely 
hard worker, and quite the perfectionist at everything he did.  A funeral service was conducted on November 9 at 
Bright Light Baptist Church in Statesville. 
 
Galen Hahn upon the passing of his brother.  Donald Miller Hahn, 88, of Mercersburg, PA, passed away peacefully 
on November 8 at Chambersburg Hospital.  He was a lifelong carpenter/builder and taught masonry at the MD 
school for the deaf.  He loved working in his garden and treasured spending time with family.   
A memorial/visitation will be held at American Legion in Mercersburg, PA on December 7.   
 
Family and friends of our Sister-in-Christ, upon the passing of Mary.  Mary Tyler Huneycutt, 78, passed to eternal 
life on November 12 after one day at Hospice of Davidson County; she had brain cancer.  A Celebration of Life ser-
vice was held at First Lutheran on November 17.  Pastor Matt Miller presided; Kelly Newsome, Jim Lovelace and 
Celie Lough provided music.  She left a ñMessage from Mary:  Shakespeare has a quote I have always liked:  óTo 
sleep, per chance to dream, ah that is the rub!ò  To all of you that have come here to say a final good-bye to me, I 
wish to tell you this:  If I now sleep, my sleep is peaceful, and I will sleep until my Lord sees fit to call you.  If I 
dream, they are wonderful dreams full of all the people that I have loved and who left this world before me.  I will be 
happy to see you again when the Lord wills it.  My love to all, Mary Tyler.ò 
 
Bleasha Carroll and family upon the passing of her cousin.  Mark F. Sives, of Alabama, passed to life eternal on             
November 21.  He had been in really poor health for several years.   
 
Family and friends upon the passing of a beloved First Lutheran pastor.  The Reverend John Charles Misenheimer of 
Wilmington, NC, passed away on November 26 at the age of 76.  Pastor John, as he was fondly called by many who 
knew him, dedicated 41 years to ministry as a charismatic and kind pastor, teacher, counselor, and leader ï he was a 
faithful child of God. He served Lutheran congregations in Jacksonville, FL, Concord, NC, Lexington, NC, Hickory, 
NC, and Wilmington, NC. From 1994 until his retirement in 2015, he was the pastor at St. Paulôs Lutheran Church in 
Wilmington. Following his retirement, he served several congregations on an interim basis in Goldsboro and                        
Wilmington. Being with his family was one of the things he cherished most ï enjoying days on the boat at Masonboro 
Island, family trips, grilling steaks, dancing to James Brown, and being surrounded by the joyful chaos of children at 
play. Even in his later stages of dementia, he could recall many cherished memories, pray with heartfelt sincerity, 
and express his love for his family at every opportunity.  A service to celebrate Johnôs impactful life will be held at 4 
p.m. on Sunday, December 15 at St. Paulôs Lutheran Church in Wilmington, NC, with North Carolina Synod Bishop 
Rev. Timothy Smith, former Bishop Rev. Leonard Bolick, and Rev. Jonathan Conrad presiding. Interment will follow 
in the ash garden at St. Paulôs. The family will receive friends in the church fellowship hall following the interment. 
 
THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS:  
Roy Shepherd suffered a bad fall and was admitted to the Lexington Health Care Center for rehabilitation the second 
week in October; he received physical therapy there and was able to return home on November 21. 
 
Debbie Triplett was hospitalized at the Lexington Medical Center from October 30 to November 5 for fluid in her 
chest.  After she was seen by her cardiologist on November 13, it was determined that she may not have congestive 
heart failure; but does have atrial fibrillation (which could be corrected by a procedure to get her heart back in 
rhythm).  She is now able to continue her physical therapy for her lymphedema.  She had an electrocardiogram on 
two days, November 26 and 27. 
 
Charm Ketner fell at home and had to go to the hospital on November 3 where she received twelve stitches.  She was 
sent to Davidson Health & Rehab (formerly Alston Brook) for rehabilitation; she returned to her home on November 
8.  Her knee replacement is healing nicely, but she must stay on a walker until further notice; she will start intensive 
physical therapy on November 18.  Charm is thankful for her companion who helps her and takes her to                                          
appointments.  Please keep me in prayer as I work very hard to build a new life and heal from the pieces I have left.  
(Charmôs husband Steve passed to life eternal in June.) 
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Joys and Cares                                                             Celie Lough  

Nathan Schmitt suffered a dirt bike accident at a friendôs home on November 3 and suffered a fractured jaw; he was 
hospitalized at Wake Forest Atrium-Baptist Medical Center in Winston-Salem, but was able to go home the next 
day. 
 
Ellison (ñEllieò) Smith (newborn daughter of Jeb and Hailee Smith, granddaughter of Rebecca Moretz) was                            
hospitalized at Brennerôs Children Center in Winston-Salem early November for possible liver issues; tests had been 
inconclusive, but it has now been determined that she would not need to have surgery at this time.  She is back home 
and will follow up at Brennerôs in Charlotte. 
 
 
 
Asher (grandson of Sue Wilber, son of Tim and Tracy) made it through nearly seven 
hours of cranial surgery in Boston on November 5.  Just five years old, this was his            
second brain surgery (the first was when he was just an infant); his skull wasnôt                 
growing, and the surgery expanded his skull.  This little autistic child came back to his 
home in New Hampshire on November 10 and is still smiling! Asher is never happier 
than when he is in water as shown in this photo! 
 
 
 
David Smith (nephew of Bob Sink) had another small stroke and was in the hospital for a couple days; he is now 
home. 
 
Matt Hogrefe, son of Kathy Hogrefe, has recently been diagnosed with metastatic lesions on his brain. He is                
awaiting further treatment and diagnosis; it does not appear that the brain is the source of his cancer.  He had a PET 
scan on 11/20, and is now awaiting results.  The good news is that he is not in pain, and is able to remain at home in 
Reidsville at this time. 
 
Jennifer, niece of Ron and Sylvia Sink (she is the daughter of Sylviaôs brother and sister-in-law who live out                           
of state), was in a serious auto accident mid-November and had been in a coma.  She is still on a ventilator and has 
not made much progress.  She may have to have surgery to help stabilize the lungs. 
 
Tammy (mother of Elaina Garner) had emergency surgery on November 12 for colon issues.  
 
 
 
Dan Huber has been a resident of Autumn Care in Salisbury for a year and half. On                           
November 20, he moved to Trinity Oaks in Salisbury and is now in room A07.  Trinity Oaks 
is an affiliate of Lutheran Services Carolinas, which provides services for the aging as well as 
child and family services. 
 
 
 
 
Sandy Hahnôs recent annual mammogram showed an area of concern; after further testing and biopsy she received a 
diagnosis of cancer.  It is in a very early stage, not the type that readily spreads.  She received the same diagnosis 
and surgery 18 years ago.  Sandy is scheduled for same-day surgery on December 12.  I am very grateful to Creator 
for the technology and highly-skilled doctors and technicians who work to make for successful stories of healing!   
 
April Thompson had knee replacement surgery on November 25; she was expected to return home the following 
day. 
 
Kristin Rhyne Fernetti (daughter of Bill and Patsie Baker) is scheduled for major stomach surgery in December. 
 
Carrie Parker is scheduled for pelvic floor surgery on December 11. 


